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Housing proposal: 
 

On the 20
th
 of July 2012, Chartford Homes and Holbeck Land put in an 

outline planning proposal to build 26 town houses, 8 flats, a retail unit; with 
an underground car park; on one of the last pieces of green space in 
Leeds 6. The design included a small amount of open space 
(approximately 25m x 20m) described as a ‘pocket park area’ or an 
‘orchard’ which would be accessible to the public.  
 

This application, put in the day before the summer holidays began, was 
unanimously opposed by local residents at a public meeting, and also on 
the council’s public access webpage. Residents stated that the area did not 
need any more housing as many existing properties are empty, and that 
their retail needs are well served by the existing shops in the area. They 
did not want a supermarket as it would threaten existing businesses and 
add nothing that the area did not already have. (All of the ‘big 5’ 
supermarkets had shown an interest in the proposed retail unit.) The 
upkeep of the mini park would be paid for by the rent of the retail unit.  
 

The planning application was also criticised as it proposed to build on a 
protected playing field and to demolish a serviceable sports hall and 
swimming pool. South Headingley, Hyde Park and Woodhouse is an area 
classed as being deprived of playing fields. None of the 5 nearest primary 
schools have adequate outdoor recreation provision. Three nearby primary 
schools have no playing field access at all. The area generally lacks decent 
or well maintained sports facilities. Sports facilities which exist in the area 
have a limited availability to hire, and priority is given to university students.   
 

The land in question belongs to the Grammar School at Leeds. When 
Leeds Girls High School joined the boy’s grammar school in Alwoodley in 
2008, their Headingley site was vacated. At this time a petition was handed 
to the council signed by over 1,200 people stating that the sports facilities 
should be bought for use of the local schools and the public. However the 
council could not match the school’s asking price which proposed to sell 
the field at development rates, many times the price if the sports field were 
to be sold at playing pitch rates.  
 

A proposition to build 29 town houses on this field was put forward in 2008, 
but this was dropped before it was considered at plans panel. The sports 
hall and pool were then offered for sale to Leeds Met who were initially 
interested to run them on a peppercorn rent with some public access, on 
the condition that they agreed to make repairs to the swimming pool and 
alterations to make the premises accessible for the students and the public. 
This offer proved to be unviable for the Met as the repairs to the swimming 
pool’s filtration system appeared to be too expensive. 
 

The site was also allegedly offered to the universities and the council for 
free, but reportedly neither had the interest or the money required to make 
alterations and run them. However this cannot be verified as all past 
records of these offers having been made appear to have disappeared 
from email and written archives.  
 
At a public meeting in December 2009 the facilities were also offered for 
free to a community group to run them if they could ensure the facility’s 
financial viability. When a set of sports associations banded together to 
form a charitable trust to try to run the facilities on a non-for-profit basis - 
giving access to the schools during the day, running after school clubs and 
providing the public access in the evenings - this offer was withdrawn. The 
asking price of the sports centre and pool had changed from free to 
£675,000 which the organisations could not afford. ‘For Sale’ signs were 
put on the property and a stalemate has proceeded since then. 

 

Plans for 26 town houses, a retail unit 
with 8 flats above it and small ‘pocket 
park’ area submitted by Chartford 
Homes / Holbeck Land on 20

th
 July 

2012.  Planning App no: 12-02491/OT 
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On the 31
st
 of October 2012 the application was withdrawn by the applicant. This application was recommended for 

refusal by council officers because of its impact on trees and because the supermarket fronted onto a conservation area - 
rather than any reasons to do with loss of playing pitches or sports facilities or people’s objections to the retail unit.  
 

On the 22
nd
 of March 2013 application 13/00868 by Chartford Homes and Holbeck Land was resubmitted. The plans were 

practically the same design with 2 fewer houses (now 24) and a smaller supermarket with no flats above it. 
  

History 
 

In 1895 the Hyde Park Recreation Club (now the Hyde Park 
Social Club) was built on Ash Grove. The club played an active 
role in the local community for many years with club members 
and their wives regularly organising children’s parties and other 
events for local people. The club was originally established to 
promote health as well as leisure and had excellent sports 
facilities (see the map opposite, a bowling green and tennis 
courts stand where terraced houses and the social car park are 
now.) The emphasis was on having sports facilities available 
near to where a person lives. 

 

Dawson’s field 
 

The playing field belonged to the estate of Ash Grove Villa (now 
63 Victoria Road) and was owned by Edward William Dawson. 
When the High School moved to Headingley in 1906, the 
school negotiated to use Mr. Dawson's field for a playing field 
on a rent of £10 per annum. This increased to £20 in 1909. In 
1913 Miss Lowe of Leeds Girls High School stated that “a great 
deal of the vigor of the three hundred girls in the School was 
obtained in the playing fields.” The field was subsequently 
purchased from Mr. Dawson in 1924, for £1,200.The money for 
the sale was raised by the school from subscriptions. It seems 
the field was bought at playing field rates at the time and was 
sold to be used for sport and recreation. 
 

Sports Ground 
 

 

A small pavilion was added to the higher ground on the site in 
1940. Local children and adults used the field at evenings  and 
weekends when not in use by the school, the groundsman being 
happy with this as long as they did not inconvenience him, 
playing cricket and football up until recently when the surface 
become overgrown. Local state schools had also used the area 
for sports days with the permission of Leeds Girls High School 
in the past. The field provides a valuable recreation space in a 
highly developed area. At 91m x 60m - it is enough for an 11-a-
side football pitch, a cricket oval or full sized field-hockey pitch. 
 

Sports Hall and Swimming Pool 
 

In 1984 the school was given planning permission to build a 
sports hall on the elevated part of site. At 33.4m x 24.4m it is 
spacious and larger than most of the council-owned sports halls 
attached to their leisure centres. The hall contains a small 
viewing gallery.  
 

A swimming pool building was added to adjoin the sports hall in 
1986. The pool measures 25m x 10m, the room which houses it 
is 29.6m x 12.5m and 5.8m high. The pool was mostly used by 
the school, but the public also had some access, at least 3 
swimming groups, including a ladies-only and mother and child 
swimming club operated there until 2008.  
 

The sports hall was also used for coaching by West Yorkshire 
Netball, the field and sports facilities by Kings Camps who 
provided multi-sports children’s activity camps for 5-17 year 
olds over Easter and summer holidays between 1994 to 2007.  
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1979 Ash Grove / Chestnut Ave street party, an event 

which took place with the permission of the school. 



Leeds 6 background information 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painted goals on a wall at the end of a back-to-back 

terrace near the Harolds and Thornvilles.  

Back to backs in Hyde Park. Front yards are a couple of square 

metres with no garden at all. This is fairly typical of houses in LS6. 

Hyde Park, Woodhouse, South Headingley and Burley are 
areas characterised by their rows of terraced and back-to-
back houses. Many were built to house mill workers in the 
1800’s. One family would often reside in the top half of the 
building, another in the basement. Poverty, overcrowding and 
unsanitary conditions led to diseases such as cholera 
ravaging the population, leading to average life expectancy 
for a worker in the area in the 1840’s to drop to about 19.  
 

In present-day LS6 these houses are usually occupied by 
students, working professionals and families. Amongst the 
houses is a small amount of open-space. While we are lucky 
that our predecessors petitioned to save areas of common 
land, like Woodhouse Moor, from development (purchased to 
be used as a public park in 1857) most open space in the 
area has been developed and we lack accessible sports 
pitches and facilities. Where facilities exist, in or near to the 
area they are often not openly accessible, being for the 
principal use of university students only. This results in fewer 
sports clubs existing in the area. The free-to-use sports 
facilities which exist are often not maintained, the council 
generally uses grants and section 106 money generated from 
developments to repair or update facilities. Despite this, they 
are extremely useful facilities and some are of reasonably 
good quality. 
  

(The existing free-to-access facilities are listed discussed 
in detail on pages 11-16.) 
 

Hyde Park, Woodhouse and the surrounding area has a high 
proportion of economically disadvantaged inhabitants. When 
you walk through the terraces of Woodhouse in the summer 
and its residents are outside their homes, you get a sense of 
an area which is predominantly working-class, ethnically 
mixed and of considerable social need. Hyde Park and South 
Headingley also has a significant South Asian population. 
This ethnic group is characterised by particularly high rates of 
type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular disease which derives 
particular benefit from improved sport provision. 
 

At present, residents living in Hyde Park, Woodhouse, 
South Headingley or Burley can expect to live 10-12 
years less than their counterparts in the suburbs. 
 

A significant reason which contributes towards this trend 
is the lack of uptake in sport because of a lack of 
facilities. Residents do not get into an exercise habit from 
a young enough age. However the government’s new 
public health act passed in March 2012 imposes a 
statutory duty upon local authorities to narrow this kind of 
health gap, where one exists.  
 

The provision of outdoor sports spaces in Leeds is well 
below national guidelines. The provision for this area is 
well below an already poor average for the rest of the 
city. The lack of publicly accessible spaces for sport 
means that Leeds 6 has a distinct shortage of sports 
clubs attached to it. Demand for sport tends to follow the 
supply of facilities. Where these do not exist nearby to 
where people live the people who live around them do 
not get into an exercise habit. 
 

This lack of inner city sports facilities is exacerbated by 
several factors. Where councils have to try to save 
money they tend to close down smaller leisure facilities 
near to inner city areas and open larger facilities on the 
outskirts where it is cheaper to build. Often though, when 
these facilities open, they are not near enough to the 
areas which would derive particular benefit from their 
use. Add to this the tendency of a city like Leeds to close 
down inner city schools and situate large academy sites 
with sports facilities attached to them near to the 
outskirts. Poorer families tend to not travel any significant 
distance to take part in sport and therefore a sporting 
habit is not formed in a person’s early years.  
 

The council’s recent Playing Pitch Provision Guidelines 
treat non-accessible sports facilities in the same way as 
accessible ones. For example Headingley Stadium is 
treated as a large playing pitch even though it cannot be 
used by the public, Beckett’s Park is a massive sports 
campus but the amount of access to non-students is 
minimal. Furthermore, in this assessment, the city is split 
into segments, each deprived inner city area segment is 
effectively improved by being associated with a more 
prosperous area stretching into the outer suburbs.  
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What this means in practical terms is 
that there is obvious, overt, shortage of 
accessible facilities in our area. Both in 
terms of pitches and indoor facilities 
which encourage public access. 
 

If you drive to Leeds’ outer ring-road 
you see masses of vacant sports 
pitches. They are predominantly 
wasted because they are situated in an 
area where they are not needed. But 
where clubs are close to facilities you 
will see them being used. This is not an 
average sight in an inner-city area like 
Leeds 6 because of the ongoing 
development process. Greed and a 
lack of foresight to provide space for 
adequate sports provision soon creates 
a disparity and a serious set of health 
inequalities.    
 

If you are a university student doing a 
sports degree you have access to 
Olympic standard sports facilities, 
 

whereas if you are a young person 
attending a nearby school you are left 
with very few sports clubs that you are 
able to attend unless you travel several 
miles to access well maintained 
facilities which are linked with a decent 
expanse of playing pitch.  
 

Take a charitable body like Chapeltown 
CYDC for example. A sports hall, 
exercise spaces and playing fields are 
twinned with well organised institutions 
that provide coaching for all age groups 
and inspire people, bringing pride in the 
area by creating teams which create 
supply and cater for demand.  
 

Compare this to an area like Wood-
house where very little space exists for 
exercise and there are few activities to 
keep young people positively engaged. 
Here you have problems with gangs 
and drug use, and there are few 
positive examples for young people. 
 

It is obvious that where good facilities 
and numerous sports clubs exist, the 
health and wellbeing of the population 
increases and it is visible that crime in 
these areas reduces. 
 

An institution with the ideals of CYDC 
would thrive in Leeds 6. It would tie 
together the use of existing facilities, 
allow new clubs to form and increase 
participation in clubs which already 
exist. It would offer people of all ages 
the opportunity to improve their health, 
learn new or improve existing skills.  
 

When you look at the gap in provision 
of sports amenities, in the middle sits 
the vacant facilities at the Leeds Girls 
High School. We do not believe that it 
is unreasonable for the school to 
consider leaving the site as a legacy 
for the benefit of the many.  That sport, 
health and recreation could be made 
accessible and affordable for all. 
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Existing Sports Provision 
 

Primary Schools: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Springbank Primary 
 

(distance to Chestnut Ave / Ash Grove sports facilities - 675m) 

 
Sports Facilities: Small Indoor Hall (also acts as a dining 
room.) Astroturf pitch (approx 40m x 40m) doubles as 
playground. Additional playground built on flat roof. 
 

“Our school has no grass pitch available to it although we have 
a reputation for sports provision and have Activemark Gold. 
Access to a pitch would enable our school to introduce rugby 
and cricket coaching which at present must be carried out on 
our playground which doubles up as an all weather pitch for PE. 
During sports week we have no field so must have shortened 
races and are unable to develop track and field athletic 
activities as we would like. In the past our school has held its 
sports day on the Leeds Grammar School pitch for this reason.” 
 

- Michael Brawley, Head Teacher 

Brudenell Primary 
 

(distance to Chestnut Ave / Ash Grove sports 
facilities - 200m) 

 

Sports Facilities: One Playground 
sports pitch (approx 25m x 30m) 
Indoor Hall 
No grass playing fields. 
 
“Brudenell primary school has one play 
ground for the main school. It is quite a 
small space for 200 children and is all 
tarmac. There is one space for outdoor 
PE and play. This does mean that PE 
sessions clash with the younger 
children’s afternoon playtime. This is 
distracting to quality PE skills and limits 
the younger children’s space for play. 
 

“The tarmac surface limits how physically games can be played because of 
the danger of injury. This obviously affects the children's commitment to really 
'go for it' in any sporting event. Running races, particularly for Sports Day, are 
not feasible on tarmac… 

 

“Again the High school fields are a 
short walk away and if they were 
maintained, we would make regular 
use of them in the dry weather for 
twice weekly outdoor PE sessions for 
all of our classes in KS1 and 2.  

 

“…we are trying to open 
opportunities for our whole 
community to be more involved in 
sporting and health related 
opportunities after school and in 
the holidays.” 
 

- Lesley McKay, Acting Head Teacher 

 

 

The tarmac football pitch at Brudenell 
Primary – the only area for sport 

accessible for the school’s 200 pupils.  
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Quarry Mount Primary 
 

(distance to Chestnut Ave / Ash Grove sports facilities - 900m) 

 
Sports Facilities: One basketball sized pitch (on 
approximately 8% gradient) 
Narrower lower playground, on flatter ground. 
Upstairs Sports Hall (low ceiling, approx 15m x 10m) 
No grass playing fields 
 
“We have a small tarmacked front playground 
and a larger one to the back of the school. This one 
however is on a slope, which makes playing 
sports difficult. We have no grass area at all… 
The school is surrounded by housing which also 
restricts the amount of space we have for throwing 
and kicking sports and activities. 
 
“Most PE lessons have to take place in the school hall 
which is very small. Games on the playground 
are played at the teacher's discretion, constantly taking 
into account the health and safety of children playing 
team games and doing athletics on a hard, concrete 
surface. This obviously has an impact on normal school 
activities such as inter-school games and sports days. 
Although we do have after-school clubs, these too are 
limited to activities such as dance and drama which can 
take place in the hall. These do not cater for the needs 
of all our children. 
 
“I feel strongly that our children and their families 
deserve much better access to sport and exercise 
facilities and the facilities at Leeds Girls High would 
really help to do this.” 
 

- Jackie Twaites, Head Teacher 

 
“The scope for activities in and out of school for 
Quarry Mount Primary and the other schools in the 
area, if we had access to playing fields would be 
huge. At present, we are very limited as to the 
number of competitive sports we can entertain, as 
are a lot of our neighbouring schools. This would 
also open up the kinds of activities to our 
community, in particular the youth who have very 

little in the area to keep them positively engaged.” 

Rosebank Primary 
 

(distance to Chestnut Ave / Ash Grove sports facilities - 
1400m) 

 

Sports Facilities: 
Playground tarmac pitch (approx 30m x 15m) on a 
slope of approx 5%. 
Strip of fenced-off astroturf (approx 8m x 25m) 
No grass playing pitch 
 
“There is no safe grassland around for us to use for 
games lessons. The parkland that is close to the 
school is generally unsafe for the children to use 
due to dog faeces and used syringes.  
 

“We have been very inventive with the space 
available to us within the school grounds, but 
this still means that many of the children have to 
learn games skills on a sloping concrete 
playground.” 
 

“The acquisition of the High School sports site for 
use by local schools and community would 
be of great value and would help us to provide  
 

 

a high standard of activities for our children in a safe    
environment.” 

 
- Gill Young, Head Teacher Designate  
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The High School 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Shire Oak Primary 
 

(distance to Chestnut Ave / Ash Grove sports facilities - 1000m) 
 

Sports Facilities: 
Playground tarmac games court, 
Small Indoor hall (doubles as dining hall) 
Grass play area at the front (unsuitable for sports pitch) 
 
“Our sports hall is very small and has to be out of use 
for a large part of the day to facilitate it being set up as 
a dining hall. lf we were able to access another hall 
within walking distance we could enhance our 
provision. 
 
In this day of government urging us to collaborate more 
and to engage in and provide extended schools 
services this purchase would go along way to 
help us achieve this and contribute to the council's 
targets in its children's plan and contribute significantly 
to the every child matters agenda. 
 

- Mark Edwards, Head Teacher 
 

City of Leeds School 
 

(distance to Chestnut Ave / Ash Grove sports 
facilities - 800m) 

 

City of Leeds is the last remaining state- 
owned inner city high school. The other 
comprehensive schools in Leeds have 
either been turned into academies, 
demolished, rebuilt and changed to PFI 
Schools (private finance initiative). One of 
the main effects of this has been that lots of 
usable sports facilities in the inner city have 
been lost, leaving people fewer places to 
exercise and take part in sport. 
 
City of Leeds offers a unique, diverse and 
caring environment for pupils and it runs a 
number of after school clubs and has 
reasonable sports facilities, but has nothing 
like the amount of space some of the larger 
schools on the outskirts have. 
 
City of Leeds owns a patch of land big 
enough for an 11-a-side football pitch and 
has a space of a similar size just behind 
this. The football pitch is not ideal with one 
touch line falling off down a bank, it is easily 
waterlogged and does at times suffer from 
litter and dog mess. It is also an accessible 
field which the public use. The school also 
mark a running track which intersects the 
pitch making one touchline very difficult for 
a referee to call line decisions. The field is 
an otherwise useful space which the 
primaries (such as Quarry Mount) use for 
their sports days. The space behind the 
pitch is often marked for rounders and is 
useful for various other field sports. 

The school also has an onsite tarmac pitch 
a standard basketball / netball sized pitch. 
 
The school has a decent sports hall some 
14m x 26m, it is in fairly good condition 
although the roof leaks sometimes when it 
rains heavily. The hall is booked most 
nights after school for a range of after 
school clubs and private bookings. It is £25-
27 an hour to hire. All users who book must 
provide public liability insurance certificates 
and go through Education Leeds Lettings to 

book it. This in effect prevents it being used 
for casual public bookings and only allows 
official sports clubs and coaches to rent it.  
 
For indoor use, this is currently the 
cheapest space in the area to hire, but is 
little known about.  
 
For outdoor use the space at the back is 
the only local and accessible 11-a-side 
pitch and is frequently used for informal or 
organised games at weekends during 
daylight hours. 
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The Lantern Learning Trust (Inner City North) 
 

and primary school sports provision changes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It could be that opportunities will be 
created for a minibus share scheme 

for the new primary cluster. Or 
schools could work with an existing 

taxi firm to transport children to the 
facilities where needed. 
 

Chapeltown Youth Development 

Centre already has minibuses which 
could be used for this purpose.  
 

In March 2013, Brudenell Primary 
school, Blenheim Primary School, Little 
London Primary School, Quarry Mount 
and Rosebank Primary School teamed 
together to form the Lantern Learning 
Trust. 
 

As trust schools, provisions can be 
made and activities arranged that may 
have been difficult for a single primary 
school. One activity that can often be 
overlooked is the provision of after-
school primary age sport. 
 

After the government reduced the 
funding on the SSCO School Sports 
Coordinator budget, City of Leeds 
made the decision to make redundant 
our area’s very able and good-natured 
schools sports co-ordinator. It was a 
terrible decision to dispose of such a 
good-natured and hard working 
person. But whether we believe in the 
governing philosophy or not we need to 
try to make the best of the situation we 
find ourselves in.  
 

Part of the role of the former SSCO 
was organising inter-school primary 
sports activities. In our area, this meant 
setting up activities in larger spaces 
than the schools often own themselves, 
utilising leadership roles of senior 
school volunteers to help ensure 
sporting activities suitable for primary 
schools are taking place. 
  
 

The government has now made available 
some additional funding for the services 
which were removed, recently announ-
cing some measures which may help the 
trust and the other primaries to replace 
what was taken away. The following 
funding measures have been announced. 
 

Funding for schools will be calculated by 
the number of primary-aged pupils 
(between the ages of 5 and 11). All 
schools with 17 or more primary-aged 
pupils will receive a lump sum of £8000 
plus a premium of £5 per pupil. Smaller 
schools will receive £500 per pupil. The 
funding will be paid for the two academic 
years 2013/14 and 2014/15. This can be 
used for: 
 

• Hiring specialist PE teachers or 
qualified sports coaches to work 
alongside primary teachers when 
teaching PE. 
• New or additional Change4Life sport 
clubs. 
• Paying for professional development 
opportunities in PE/sport. 
• Providing cover to release primary 
teachers for professional development in 
PE/sport. 
• Running sport competitions, or 
increasing participation in the school 
games. 
• Buying quality assured professional 
development modules or materials for 
PE/sport 
• Providing places for pupils on after 
school sport clubs and holiday clubs. 
    

In other words, if the Chestnut Ave / 
Ash Grove sports site was made 
available for community and school 
use, the primary schools around it 
would be in a fine position to benefit 
from the facilities. The playing field and 
sports hall are exactly where they are 
needed most - right in the middle of the 
cluster of primary schools in this trust 
who do not have a great deal of space 
for sport on their premises. 

 

                

Mandela Centre for sports and personal development in Chapeltown 
 

 
Crumbling tarmac and a large divot on 

basketball court in Burley Park. 
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Assessment of free-to-use sports facilities in the LS6 area 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Burley Park 

Burley Park is a good space for 
informal sport and recreation. It is 
less crowded than Woodhouse 
Moor can get, and has some space 
for sport activities. None of the 
facilities have received anything by 
way of meaningful maintenance 
over the last few years and they 
are pretty run-down. 
 

Burley Park contains a grass area 
set up for cricket with a coir-mat 
wicket on what would be an 
informal cricket pitch, with no 
boundary marked. It doesn’t come 
up to a cricket pitch’s minimum 
league size. The field holds rather 
a lot of water when it rains, but is 
used for cricket games sometimes. 
 

There are a couple of flat grass 
areas which can be used for 
football. Some 5-a-side goals have 
been implanted (waist height, with 
chewed up goal areas) but one 
border is down a hill so most 
players who use the area prefer to 
use a section of grass nearer the 
children’s play-park, which is about 
good for 5-a-side football. 
 

There is a clubhouse and 3 
bowling greens at Burley Park 
which see occasional day use. 
these seem to be the only facilities 
in the park which receive any 
maintenance as they are cut and 
rollered regularly. 
 

There are 3 basketball courts / 
tennis courts next to the bowling 
green. 2 of the courts have no nets 
or basketball hoops on them.  

The fence surrounding these courts 
is broken in many places and is 
undermined by tree and bush roots 
coming up from underneath.  
 

Though the surface of the courts 
themselves is not bad (standard 
concrete built on a slight camber) it 
is deteriorating in places with 
alcove areas where dirt / moisture 
gather. The surface is mostly 
usable even after wet weather.  
 

There are areas where patches of 
moss, dirt and slime have built up 
as the courts remain un-cleaned 
which present hazards to users. 
These courts see infrequent use 
and I’d guess that more of the 
fences aren’t fixed because 
increased use of these courts may 
mean more balls would go onto the 
bowling green, and due to the cost 
& difficulty of removing plant roots.  
 

There are 3 tennis courts in a 
separate area of the park, the lines 
of which have been marked within 
the last 2 years. The surface is un-
swept and so residue has taken 
residence. This would probably just 
need scraping and blasting off for 
them to be safe again. 
 

The surface of these courts is 
good, standard concrete which is 
useable even after light rain. There 
are dirt / moss alcoves on the area 
though which may render it 
somewhat hazardous at times. In 
fairer weather these courts do 
receive regular usage during 
daylight hours. 

Dilapidated basketball / tennis courts. Only one 
court is  fitted with hoops. The perimeter is 
breaking up. Concrete is breaking up in front of 
one hoop. 

  

 

Close up of root damage to basketball perimeter. 
 

 

Basketball Hoop near Hyde Park Surgery 

Next to a children’s play park near the 
doctor’s surgery there is an informal one-
hoop basketball practice area.  
 
As the area is on a slope it is not really 
feasible to have a bigger sports area here. 
The surface is good, though there are no 
markings, there is room for spectators to 
watch and the area it does receive some use. 

Tennis courts at Burley Park. As with the basket 
ball courts above, dirt in alcoves and moss with 
plants growing make base-line areas slippy. 
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Royal Park outdoor games court 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The games area outside the former Royal Park School is 
in many ways a hugely positive feature of the area. But 
this facility has some problems which render it un-usable 
under certain conditions. 
 
The court itself is large, some 50m x 30m approx. With 
3m x 2m official small-sided-football / hockey sized goals 
at the ends, and 2 basketball pitches running across. It is 
a useful facility and is often used for football, basketball 
and cricket. Cricket players bring a wheelie bin on court 
to use as a wicket. 
 
This facility has produced raw talent by giving a practice 
space to many of the youngsters who use it and also 
students who will use it in fair weather. One 16 year old 
lad who has recently achieved a YTS scholarship at 
Manchester City FC who grew up near to the court told 
me it is much better than the football field that was here 
before as it can be used in dry weather and gives local 
children a place to practice. 
 
The downside of the facility in terms of organising official 
activities on it is that it is painted in ‘anti-slip paint’ These 
extra layers of paint on concrete are supposed to make 
the surface more gripable, but in reality this ‘sheen’ 
makes the surface massively slippy after 10 minutes of 
light rain. As no camber or drainage system has been 
built, water can stay on the court for longer - although it 
does dry up relatively quickly in the sun. 

This means any sort of tournament or grassroots 
coaching advertised would need to happen on a day 
where the weather was good, any rain and the event 
would have to be abandoned or put on hold until it was 
sunny and the court had dried.     
 
Panels from the sides of this facility often come loose 
from balls hitting them, but the cage has been built high 
enough that balls going off court is not a major issue. 
 
Aside from the slippy, at times hazardous surface this is a 
well-used and good sports facility which is of huge benefit 
to the young people of the area.  

Football Field and Tarmac games area (behind Talbot Terrace) in Burley 

 

This area is quite far from Hyde Park, 
but is within 20 minutes walking 
distance. I had no idea these facilities 
existed, or were publicly accessible as 
they are tucked away. I saw the open 
space on google maps, it is accessible 
and much of it is of a good standard 
though it seems rarely to be used. 
 

There is a large field area set up to 
house a 120m x 70m full sized 
football pitch. It was re-marked as 
late as the end of August 2012. There 
is space for a smaller kick-around 
grass space beside it of approximately 
25m x 40m. 
 

There is a long strip of some 120m x 
20m run off at the side, if this were 
used as a football team’s home pitch it 
could be used as room for supporters. 
 

There is evidence of 4 tennis courts 
or 3 netball courts at a concrete area 
in the corner of the field. Half of the 
fence around it has been removed, the 
other half is severely compromised.  

 

 

A 120m x 70m Grass football pitch and 

the remains of a concrete games court. 

There are no nets or hoops up on 
this area and it looks like it has been 
abandoned or not looked after for a 
number of years. It doesn’t look like it 
has been remarked for 3 or 4 years, 
though one tennis court was marked 
as recently as about a year ago, but 
no nets are up. There is also a 
surviving floodlight, suggesting at 
one time it was possible to use 
facilities past dark.  
 
The surface of this area is bad. It has 
plentiful weeds growing through it, 
moss and plants are resident, but 
few that have permeated through the 
concrete. The concrete is mostly 
structurally sound but would need 
extensive cleaning. The facility would 
need thousands of pounds investing 
in it to get it back up to scratch for 
formal or informal use. But it would 
be a good project as this is a decent 
sized area for sport and could have 
changing facilities added and be 
home to a football team. 

 

Picture: Martial Arts Demonstration at Hyde Park Unity Day 

‘Street Football Tournament’ in July 2008 
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Woodhouse Moor Sports Facilities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodhouse Moor is a large public park 
in LS6 and provides a good amount of 
space and some provision for sports in 
the area. As the Moor is traditionally 
Common land there has been opposition 
by groups to having formal playing 
pitches marked on it for any year-long 
use, so grass areas tend to be used 
when they are needed & used informally.  

The flattest part of the park on which 
football and other team sports usually 
take place is at the top end near the 
Queen Victoria Statue. On any Sunday 
you can generally find informal games 
taking place between groups of various 
nationalities.  
 

The surface is not great on this place, it 
is prone to flooding after heavy rain and 
is quite uneven. I quote one Spanish 
player I played alongside ‘you need the 
touch of a god to play on Hyde Park’. 
 

Aside from this the annual November 5
th 

bonfire and council organised fireworks 
brings heavy machinery onto this part of 
the park and thousands of spectators, 
they burn crates which leave nails in the 
grass and make the surface more 
uneven. The lorries have badly damaged 
the Victorian underground drainage 
system (hence the waterlogging of the 
area) They would do far better to have 
any on fire on cinder moor across the 
road, a surface which is already ruined.  

I’d estimate that this display conducted in 
this way leaves sections of the top part of 
the park unusable for up to 6 months of 
the year while the surface repairs itself. 
 

There is a concrete cricket wicket 
marked near the children’s play area 
which receives some use, but it is on a 
slight hill and not big enough to be 
used for a full sized game. 
 

The skate park near Hyde Park corner 
is of good quality and is well used. This 
was first built in 1995 at the time of the 
first Hyde Park Unity Day celebration. 
Becoming permanent, it has become a 
popular attraction for young people 
being used all year round.  

The newest additions in terms of 
formal sports facilities to Woodhouse 
Moor were made with the £255,689 
Section 106 money the council 
received from the cricket pitch being 
built-on at the Leeds Business School 
site. Without consultation, members of 
the council went ahead constructing a 
multi-use games area where 3 much 
loved tennis courts had been, and 
restored the former tennis courts or 2 
basketball courts near the allotments 
as 6 permanent tennis courts. 
 

This new games area near the skate 
park has been constructed to 
substandard specifications. The goals 
are the wrong size: 210cm x 290cm 
instead of 3m x 2m, the cage that 
surrounds the area is only built 
approximately 1.5m high so balls 
frequently go off court and the full pitch 
cannot be used safely and it is 
generally used sideways as there is a 
risk that footballs will go onto the main 
road when the full pitch is used. Also 
the area is on a hill so when balls go 
off court from any one of the other four 
sides it is annoying. As such, it is used 
informally for 3/4-a-side football but 
mainly for informal one-hoop games of 
basketball. 

Many residents felt this money was 
squandered on areas which had 
previously received no maintenance and 
the structure built did not take into 
account the nature of the facility’s use 
nor the safety of users. If anyone had 
bothered to do any basic research into 
the sports involved or asked the public 
before building them, the design could 
have been substantially improved. 
 

6 tennis courts were also renovated 
with the remainder of this Section 106 
money. Where 2 basketball courts or 6 
derelict tennis courts were 6 new tennis 
courts were laid by the allotments. These 
are good quality facilities, although there 
are a couple of divots which may hold dirt 
or water not allowing them to drain 
sufficiently as no drainage systems have 
been built.  
 

These facilities were built with money 
from the selling of the old Grammar 
School sports field, just months before 
the Bristol Planning Inspector cited that 
there were enough tennis courts in the 
area to allow the Leeds Girls High School 
planning permission to build on their 
tennis courts on their main school site. 

Football Tournament at the top end of 

the park - Hyde Park Unity Day 2010. 

The surrounding wall is too low. With a 
painted surface making it slippy in the 
rain and no drainage system the games 
area at Hyde Park corner was built 

without any public consultation.  

Cricket Wicket on Woodhouse Moor. 

6 tennis courts near to the allotments on 
Woodhouse Moor. Built without a 
camber or a drainage system, they are 
still valuable additions to the park.  
 

  The November bonfire and organised   
  council  fireworks render the top field  
  useless for football and any team sport  
  for at least 6 months of the year. 
 13131313    



Hartley Crescent Pos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A highly landscaped area of park in 
otherwise densely populated Woodhouse. 
Most of this park is on a steep slope, as lots 
of the terraces near Quarry Mount Primary 
School are situated on a hill here. In this 
park some flat areas have been created. 
 

The park is vital, as most houses in 
Woodhouse are back-to-backs from one - 
 

street to the next. Houses have no 
gardens. People often play in the streets 
when the weather is fine. 
 

The main flat-grassed area is set up as a 
5-a-side football pitch, The facility is used 
quite regularly, as are most flat spaces in 
Woodhouse, by young people.  
 

The pitch is not in bad nick, though there 
is overgrown grass at the goal area 
round the posts, and the posts could 
probably use being higher, but the goals 
are probably kept short to reduce costs. 
 

A half basketball / hockey / futsal court 
also finds a space. The surface on this 
half court is gripable and in quite good 
condition. If this tarmac had been 
sculpted to be on a slight slope or built 
with a camber it would allow better water 
run-off, but as it stands, this it is a quite 
well designed space considering the size 
of the park. 
 

 

Football field, flat land approx 30m x 32m. 

 Half basketball court / futsal / hockey goal. 

There is a sitting space a little higher up than 
the court, and a small children’s play park. 
The facilities seem well-used  
 

This is pretty much the only open grassed 
area on Woodhouse Ridge for sport. 

 

Woodhouse / Little London Field 

This has to be the largest wasted space in terms of sports 
provision in LS6.  
 

One aging children’s size 5-a-side goal in one of the pitches 
mournfully stands testimony to what has the potential to be an 
excellent park or provide 2 full size football or cricket fields.  
 

The area is sculpted into two 60m x 90m rectangular areas, with 
an embankment in the middle which separates the 2 areas. The 
surfaces are in quite good nick and grass is trimmed by the 
council. There are a various divots here and there but the fields 
are generally in good condition. 
 

If you look at the overhead picture on google maps it shows there 
used to be another 5-a-side goal, approx 40m from the one which 
still stands. This is massively unimaginative, as it could have a 
larger pitch. As it stands no maintenance has been given to the 
surrounding area.  
 

There is what used to be a path at the bottom which now leads or 
begins in an overgrown area. The path is being undermined from 
beneath by tree roots. A larger path winds round between the 
bottom of what should be 2 pitches. It wouldn’t be too hard to tidy 
up the shrubs and trees to increase the useful space here as 2 
shrubbed areas could be cut-back and made into extensions of 
the grass. A street light (which may or may not work) stands in the 
middle of a popular area to walk dogs beneath the estate. 

A large unkempt space, relatively flat, big enough for 2 sports 
pitches one 80m x 60m, and one 60 x 90m. Aside to this is an area 
which would work as a mini park or play area approx 35m x 35m. 

  
 

A second smaller oval area behind the trees also has the look of 
waste ground. It is more uneven but could be sculpted to be useful 
to the residents. There is also an alcove next to the building approx 
15m x 12m which could be used as a mini football pitch. 2 wasteland 
/ shrubbed areas blight this space, which could so easily be made to 
look less like waste ground and more like a meaningful resource.  

Overgrown shrubs stand in an area 
which could be a larger pitch. 

 

One remaining aging 5-a-side goal. 
(1.26m x 3.26m) 

The smaller of the 2 sports spaces 
80m x 60m, ideal for a cricket pitch. 
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Blackman Lane Outdoor games area 

soft ground. 
 
It might be better 
to use the slightly 
flatter ground 
somewhat lower 
down, or at least 
rotate the position 
of the pitch 
between these 2 
locations.  

 

Nearby to a play park near the top of the hill at Little London is quite 
a well designed and useful outdoor games court. It looks like a 
prototype design for a court before more were produced somewhat 
better than this one, but it has some good features.  
 

The surface is tarmac, it looks in good nick, it looks gripable when 
wet. There are 2 x mini basketball pitches (4 hoops altogether) 
lengthwise and 2 spaces for football goals at either side of what is 
perhaps a 35m x 20m court. For some reason the goals have not 
been built with crossbars. 
 

Despite this, its simple design and lack of any painting of the tarmac 
means the court has lasted well and it looks a well-used facility for 
the young people of the area. 
 

Little London Pitches and Games courts 

 

Burley Valley 5-a-side pitch  

This pitch is situated at 
the bottom of 2 hills. The 
surface and the amount 
of water capture in the 
area make it a less-than 
ideal area, but it serves 
its purpose.  
 

The goal mouths are 
atrocious craters. The 
goals look like they have 
never been moved.  
 
 

 

The goals aren’t even straight on to each other and are adopting 
some strange angles (acute or obtuse in places rather than 90 
degrees.) 
  

The goals stand at about 1.5m high, 3.26 wide (roughly junior 5-a-
side size) the craters in front of both make them hard to use 
properly. Although this shows the field is being used regularly, it 
needs to be re-seeded or the positions of the goals rotated or 
changed periodically.  
 

The field is uneven. It is about 35m in length with an undefined 
width. The hill and path at the other side mean that perhaps about 
18m of space is useful, although the area gets quite boggy and is 
on a slope. 
 

It would probably be better to use flatter ground lower down than 
the way the pitch is currently set out. The ground is really boggy 
often because of the catchment area, but also because it’s quite   

 

Some grassed areas have been leveled off between the high-rises 
in Little London to create a couple of accessible sports areas. 
 

One has a single futsal / hockey goal / basketball hoop with an oval 
of concrete in front of it which is a useful practice area for players. 
 

Behind it is an area of grass flat enough for informal football or 
rugby, some 20m x 30m. There is a similar amount of space in 
front as well, though it is not as level and nearer to the road. 
 

Near to the Little London Community centre is also a basketball 
court which likely sees some use. 
 

Cardigan Road / Burley Lodge park  

 

 

Grass area outside Radio Aire  

This park has some playing 
space, a field of about 55m 
x 38m on approximately a 
8% downward slope. The 
grass is generally good, 
though there are some 
large divots in the pitch. 
The goal area is really tired 
though, there are lots of 
pebbles strewn around in 
the dirt of an area which is 
probably about 6m x 12m. 

A 3m x 2m futsal / hockey goal with small rugby post extensions 
above it and a cricket wicket to the right which mark the end of the 
pitch. The informal games space is nearby to the very tightly packed 
terraces which crowd round the park. 
 

Higher up is a recently re-laid play park, laid with ashfelt surfaces, a 
welcome flat area where most of the park is on a slope. It’s a 
reasonably good use of space, but the goalmouth needs attention.  
 

Lower down into the valley is a flat 
expanse of land by Kirkstall Road 
which could be used for informal 
grassed sport. A 20m x 40m alcove 
among trees lower to the estate and a 
17m x 50m strip are also informally 
used for sport and exercise.  

A bigger space lies 
beyond the bank, approx 
40m x 90m, a decent size 
playing space with an 
informal path trodden 
through it. It is a decent 
sized playing space and 
used, though somewhat 
close to Kirkstall Road 
which may make wild 
shots in football  
somewhat dangerous.  
 

I’ve seen rugby players 
train here before and it 
could be carefully used 
for informal games of 
football.  
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Sphere - a community sports facility 

The idea is to run the site as a mixed-use 
sports facility. This will include: 
 

• A sports hall which will accessible to the 
schools and other groups during the day, 
and where during the week between 4-6pm 
daily, free after school clubs will run. 

• A playing field which will be accessible to the 
schools during the day and for the use of 
after school sport between 4-6pm.  

• From 6pm until 10pm sports clubs will 
operate the centre, providing clubs of 
different sports to various age groups. 

• The centre will provide opportunities for 
participants of any age or ability to access 
team sports and coaching. 

• The second hall will become available as an 
additional space for developing sporting 
talent.    

 

All sports will be made welcome in the centre, 
but team sports especially will be encouraged. 
Clubs which seek to hire the facilities for any 
length of time will be invited to engage with the 
surrounding population in terms of the access 
to their youth teams and development squads. 
Progression within the clubs is shown to be 
possible and achievable for talented 
youngsters, and exit routes will be visible to 
those who make it to the top.  
 

The centre will also operate in such a way as to 
show there will be accessible, affordable 
sessions for open age players. We will look to 
create space and a positive environment for 
participants who are over 35 years old. 
 

Casual bookings will be taken in the gaps 
between the hire for sports teams. The facilities 
may also be hirable at weekends for functions 
such as wedding receptions and parties. 

 The emphasis in booking the facilities would be on giving    
 priority to clubs who are developing team sports.  
 Concessionary rates will be given to clubs who are willing to  
 work within the community and in nearby schools building their  
 club, making accessible entry routes for all ages and abilities.  
 

 The variety of sports offered will mean that anyone of any age  
 or ability can access and engage with the facilities in order to  
 keep fit, learn new skills and to improve themselves.  
 

 The willingness to use and interact with these facilities will be  
 their strength, and it will be the vitality of the people who  
 engage with them. Club structures will be made visible so the   
 youth players can see how they can make the progression from   
 the base of the team structure to the top.  

 

The sphere is you. 

  

11116666    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who are Sphere? 
 

How will the organisation be constituted? 
 

Sphere are the organisation who would take on the running of the 
sports facilities between Ash Grove / Chestnut Avenue. Sphere 
will register as a Charitable company limited by guarantee and 
register with the charity commission. We would seek to manage 
the sports facilities on behalf of the community, and make efforts 
to see them viable and well-used for the benefit of the many. 
 

Our aims are: to promote sport, health and recreation within 
Leeds 6 and the surrounding area. We would seek to retain 
sports facilities in Leeds 6 for community, school and social use. 

 

How will the assets be managed on behalf 
of the community? 

 

Sphere would set itself up as a democratic organisation run by a 
Management Committee who will answer to their trustees. The 
management committee would be responsible for managing the 
sports facilities day-to-day, but a Board of Trustees would 
oversee and ratify the activities of the committee and vote on any 
major decisions to do with the facilities. The trustees would be 
people within the surrounding area with an interest or knowledge 
in areas useful to the running of the facilities, who would be 
elected by vote to their position.  
 

For example, people who would be appropriate trustees would be: 
 

- Medical Professionals 
- Councillors 
- Representatives from schools / colleges 
- Representatives from community / religious groups 
- Anyone from the area who holds similar aims 

 

The sports facilities would be run taking into account sports, 
health, social interests and general interest of the area. We would 
be especially keen for representation from anyone with specialist 
knowledge of the health aspects of the area, and from current or 
former medial professionals. 
 
 
 

 
 

It is also important to note that all plans set forth in this 
document are proposed ideas only. As a democratic 
organisation we would consult on all plans, listen to and act 
upon responses. The ideas laid out serve as an alterative to 
the development plans currently proposed for the site, we 
see serving the area in terms of sports space and increased 
recreational activities as the ideal, but there are many 
important decisions to be made on the way. 
 

 We plan to consult as widely as possible on all plans for the centre. 
 

Who are Hyde Park Olympic Legacy? 

Hyde Park Olympic Legacy (or HPOL for short) are a campaigning organisation, 
formed during the success of London’s 2012 games and in the midst of the first 
planning application for the Chestnut Avenue / Ash Grove site.  
 

HPOL are a constituted, democratic organisation who promote the retention and 
acquisition of green space, open space and sports facilities within Hyde Park and 
the surrounding area. All members of the organisation have a vote and membership 
is open to all. 
 
 

Hyde Park Olympic 
Legacy action group 
meet about once a 

month. 
  

We are keen to 
encounter more 

people who support 
our aims and want to 
improve the sporting 
environment for 
members of the 
community. 

  

 

 
To keep up to date with all aspects, recent 
news, developments and information for 
HPOL as well as information on our regular 
public meetings, visit our website: 
 

www.hpol.hydeparkonline.co.uk 
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The best feature about the site as a 
sports facility is the access it grants to 
local schools and residents to a grass 
playing field.  
 

In the first instance the field would be 
suitable for both football and cricket, 
and, as such, the design for it involves 
a cricket wicket dissecting the centre 
circle of an 11-a-side pitch. The priority 
would be to restore the pitch to a 
condition where it could be used by  
the primary schools for sport. It would 
be ideal to run activities after-school 
and holiday sporting activities there. An 
area could be carefully tended to which 
could be used as a cricket wicket. 
 

It would be desirable to construct 
fences which support netting around 
the field so sport can take place 
without balls going off field and landing 
in neighbouring gardens and premises.  
 

The costs of maintaining the pitch: of 
grass-cutting, line marking, reseeding 
key areas would mean the facilities 
would be little more than self-financing. 
With the amount of rainfall predicted, 
dealing with areas of overuse, leaving 
the areas of the pitch barren for certain 
periods and not using the pitch in the 
event of heavy rain to make it more 
useable in fair weather would involve 
an amount of good management and 
co-operation from users. 
 

General wear and tear on the facilities 
might mean that what starts as a grass 
pitch could be converted into an 
astroturf pitch with flood lights as 
finance and grants are applied for.   
 

 

Centre circle / cricket wicket At 90m x 61m, the playing pitch is a suitable space to set up a full 
sized 11-a-side football pitch. In keeping with the multi-use access of 
the facility, it could be accessible for other sports, such as rugby and 
hockey, especially if it was developed as an astroturf. 
  

The pitch could be used length-ways for two 7-a-side football pitches 
which may be suitable for coaching younger players and small sided 
games. The FA directs that 7-a-side pitches must be between 50-60m 
length x 30-40m width. As the astroturf pitches are set-up in Spain, 11 
aside pitches can be used as two 7-a-side pitches which are marked in 
a different colour (usually yellow markings) and which are used 
length-ways with space for managers and substitutes at the side. 
 

The minimum size of a cricket oval is 64m x 60m, so one approx 80m x 
60m could be arranged. A wicket has to be 20.12m long, which would 
slightly go over the side of the centre circle in football (9.15m radius). 
The wicket could be installed dissecting the centre circle of the 
football pitch. In the first instance this would probably be done by 
tending the grass and rolling it flat. But longer term a foundation 
could be laid with section of coir mat or astroturf laid over the top so 
it could be durable and withstand stud-damage. This would be laid a 
slightly different colour to the rest of the field to ward players from 
over-exuberant tackles in this section of the field. 
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To get this kind of facility with the 
requisite 1 metre run-off around the 
pitch may mean sacrificing or replanting 
some of the younger trees on the 
outskirts of the field. Young trees could 
be replanted and replaced with low-

growing trees or shrubs. Any trees that 
are sacrificed we can replant 3 times 
the number on the outside of the city. It 
is more valuable for people’s health in 
the inner city to have exactly the type of 
facility that will serve them best.   
 

Having a facility that would allow the 
most popular 2 outdoor sports in the 
area, football and cricket, to house a full 
sized pitch maintained to a good 
standard would be an enormous boost 
for people’s sporting aspirations. Many 
keen players of these sports from 
around the area could be fed into teams 
with youth sections. 
 

Ideally we would like to run the facility 
as a grass pitch while the centre gets up 
and running. But, depending on the 
views of the community, an option could 
be to have it converted to an astroturf 
pitch as time goes on if adequate 
funding becomes available. This way it 
could be used more often and could 
operate into the evenings. 
 

(A rope to mark the cricket boundary 
could be kept in the centre to be laid 
as the boundary for when the cricket 

field was being used.) 
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Sports Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Futsal Netball Cricket Hockey Basketball 
Wheelchair 
basketball 

      

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Handball Goalball Volleyball Boccia 
Roller 
Hockey 

Mini tennis 

Keep Fit Dodgeball Kabbadi 
Table 
Tennis 

Badminton Gymnastics 

Circuit 
Training 

Powerchair 
Football 

Korfball 
Martial 
Arts 

Yoga Rugby 

 

 

While 5 or 6 of these sports would be likely to have regular or weekly slots, 
there would be chances to try other Olympic or Paralympic sports.  

 

It might be that some of these sports feature less frequently but there would 
be periods devoted towards them taking into account the skills and knowledge 
of the coaches we have, they would always be welcome within the facilities. 

 

We anticipate the regular sports which would operate there would be: 

 

The site contains a large sports hall which is 
a highly useful facility. Not only would this 
area be suitable for many types of indoor 
sports, but in any situation where the weather 
is bad, having quality, large indoor facilities 
for players to use will be invaluable. The hall 
could be used as two 24.4m x 16.7m half hall 
spaces, or as a full sized hall. 
 

The idea is to run the hall as a mixed-use 
facility with an emphasis on team sports. It is 
likely that this would be done by arranging for 
clubs to run a certain type of activity in the 
hall for one night of the week. That is, for an 
entire evening in that week (from 6pm to 
close) the hall would be given up entirely for 
that sport, though the centre would try to 
remain flexible for bookings from the public.  
 

The clubs would receive an incentive in terms 
of discount on hall hire to include youth 
teams which cater for all age groups, and 
would be further rewarded if they are doing 
work in the nearby primary schools in terms 
of sports coaching on location 
 

Further activities which do not get a regular 
weekly slot could occur as and when time 
and space is available. For instance, if 
handball wasn’t one of the sports included on 
a weekly basis, we may have a handball 
evening once a month. Players would get a 
chance to try sports that they might otherwise 
not get to do in order to improve themselves, 
learn a new or improve an existing skill or just 
for fun and to keep active. 
 

WR Active Learning, a multi-sports coaching 
company, would be on hand to lead sports 
coaching during the day if schools required 
professional coaching assistance. The 
primary schools could also arrange to use the 
space under the supervision of their own 
teachers. Active Learning would also be able 
to fund free after-school clubs for children on 
the site between 4-6pm every weekday, so 
sporting culture for youngsters who engaged 
with the facilities would become a habit.    

 

x6 badminton courts, x2 netball, x2 volleyball or x 2 mini junior futsal 
courts, full size futsal or basketball court. 

 

At 33.4m x 24.4m the Sports Hall is the second largest in Leeds.  

This could be partitioned in two 24.4m x 16.7m halves for training or practice purposes.  
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Student and volunteer  

placements 

 

 

Changing Rooms, Gym, Storeroom 
 

Some alterations would be needed to make the 
changing rooms accessible for the public. There are 2 
sets of changing rooms in the building, accessible to 
the sports hall and the pool room. There is also a staff 
changing room / office. It could be that one of these 
areas could be changed to a disabled toilet / changing 
area or a mother baby change area. There would also 
need to be the addition of lockers to these facilities. 
  

There are some issues with access to the centre for 
people with mobility issues as there are lots of steps 
at the current side entrance to the building. It could be 
that when the car park opened at the opposite side of 
the centre an additional entrance could be placed 
where the sports hall store space currently is. There is 
space to consider adding a small gym area or 
potentially using it as classroom space for any 
technical coaching / courses. A vending machine 
could also be added. Gym subscriptions could be a 
handy source of extra income if some equipment 
could be sourced and would help bolster the income 
of the centre.  There are companies which specialise 
in assisting organisations in setting up gym facilities. 
This would possibly involve structural changes to 
accommodate equipment. Any complex alterations 
such as these would take part in a secondary phase 
of operations. 
 

Multi-use Sports Hall 

The size of the venue is also a huge strength 
as it allows so many different sports to take 
place. Having a facility like this in an inner city 
area like Hyde Park or South Headingley, that 
is deprived of accessible exercise spaces, is 
ideal. This is especially important from the 
perspective of access from the indigenous 
population of the area. Headingley is a good 
area for sport if you are a university student, 
but provides far less if you are a member of 
the public. The centre would help readdress 
this balance and allow people to exercise 
more and lead healthier, happier lives. 
  

 

The centre would become an 
ideal venue for arranging student 
placements for sports coaching 
courses. When contacted about 
the proposal both universities 
expressed an interest in using 
the facilities for coaching 
placements. This arrangement 
would provide those students an 
excellent environment in which 
to learn their future trade and 
would also provide a benefit in 
kind to the centre. 
 

High school and college pupils 
on work experience, sports 
leadership or undertaking 
coaching courses would also 
find the facilities ideal. They 
could learn their trade on 
location, either during the school 
day or in the after school clubs. 
The centre would provide an 
excellent base for any 
volunteers interested in starting 
teams or students continuing the 
work they enjoyed so much after 
their placements had finished. 

 

The beauty of a large space which is dedicated 
to mixed-use is the diversity of activities which 
can take place here. The popular sports in the 
area, the ones you see people playing in the 
streets, patches of grass and games courts are 
football, cricket and basketball. But with 
experiencing a facility like this, as many 
athletes found in the Olympics recently, they 
could try, enjoy and be good at other sports 
they might not consider playing without the right 
equipment or encouragement. Hockey, netball, 
volleyball and rugby could all be practiced here 
as well as the openly popular street sports.   
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Swimming Pool / Pool Hall Room 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial reasons for the change of use 
 

Swimming is one of the best exercises there is. It is 
good for people of variety of different ages and 
people in states of rehabilitation or disability. 
However, currently it is unviable for the group to run 
this hall as a swimming pool, no matter how much we 
or the local residents would wish us to do this.  
 

For any place to run a swimming pool the business 
model requires a large gym area to subsidise the cost of 
water heating and chlorination. The filtration and 
chlorination systems of this pool are currently broken 
and would prove very costly to fix. It represents an 
extreme drain on the resources of the trust or charitable 
group running it. Currently, a pool this size, on premises 
this size is unviable (see pages 37 and 38) we need to 
be realistic about what else we can do here. 
  

However, it is not overtly expensive to put a temporary 
floor onto a swimming pool and put the room to use as 
an overspill or second sports hall. This may not be a 
permanent move but it would be prudent to use what is 
a structurally sound building for other types of sport.  
 
 

 

The swimming pool as it is currently. The broken water filtration 
system would cost approximately £250,000 to repair. 

 

The second hall attached to the building 
is set up as a swimming pool. The pool 
measures 25m x 10m, the room itself is 
29.6m x 12.5m and 5.8m high. There is 
also a balcony viewing area in this room. 
 

Currently the pool is still full of water, 
though this is stagnant and there is black 
mould growing on the windows and the 
support timbers. Some of the tiles are 
crumbling and the water filtration system 
has packed up which we’re told would 
cost an estimated £250,000 to fix. For 
these reasons some people fixate on 
saying the whole site is unfeasible as 
one area is currently dilapidated beyond 
repair, but this is utterly incorrect.  
  

To change the room into an additional 
sports hall, we would drain the pool, 
clean the room from top to bottom and air 
it out. The beams at the sides of the 
room would have to be padded to avoid 
athletes colliding with them. A temporary 
floor could be installed by bolting in place 
struts to the bottom of the pool and laying 
a floor layer on top. From there any type 
of sports flooring could be installed.  
 

This method would not render the room 
permanently changed, so if by some 
future miracle of funding the swimming 
pool became financially viable it could 
change back to its original use.  
 

We would advocate the use of a soft, 
felt-type material, different from the 
hard-wood of a sports hall floor, which 
would be softer but durable so that the 
area could be used for pursuits such as 
dance, indoor hockey, lawn bowls, mini-
football, badminton or mini tennis. It is 
likely that this area could be used for 
over-spill activities, casual bookings or 
small-sided versions of the sports which 
may take place in the full hall. There is 
also the possibility of converting it to 
squash courts, but the idea of 
permanent walls being installed 
reduces the room’s general strength of 
being mixed sport use.  
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Overspill Sports Hall / Private hire 
 

At 29.6m x 12.5m there are some issues with the types of sports 
that could safely operate safely within this space. For instance a 
badminton court is 6.1m x 13.4m with 1.5m gaps required 
between courts - so 2 courts would not fit. It might be ideal to try 
to get 2 junior sized badminton or mini tennis courts into the 
room and have them run sideways (if adults needed to use them 
this could be done at a reduced rate), This would get better use 
of the hall dimensions. The area would also be ideal for two 
indoor bowls courts or could house one indoor tennis court. 
 

We’d also anticipate that private bookings, outside the team 
sports clubs could be housed within this hall at its reduced cost. 
Or it could be used to coach very junior teams u5s, u8s and the 
like. With a spectator area this could be a nice practice hall, and 
its renovation could feature some fantastic pieces of community 
artwork. Spending time to make this into a viable space would be 
very beneficial, creating an area which could be used by all. 

Derren Brown showing how a temporary floor can be installed and the pool converted to a 2nd sports hall. We are not 
ruling out that something in future could make this viable again as a swimming pool, but until this happens we would 
be able to make this section of the building useful and make the project financially viable. 
 

Current views of the changing rooms. 2 sets of showers toilets and changing rooms and a viewing gallery of this hall. 

Types of activities that could take place if the 
hall was re-opened as a pool 

 

Despite all the reasons given for changing the use of the pool to 
a sports hall, I would not like to be the person permanently 
eradicating its use as a pool. Until the time that the hope of grant 
funding is totally ended, its use as a pool in the future remains. 
Should it be changed back some day it would be of massive 
benefit for people in the area. 
 
 

Some of the types of activities which could take place if it were a 
pool would be: 

 

Swimming 
Water 
Polo 

Keep Fit Physio 

Antenatal 
/ parent 
and child 
swims  

 
As a second sports hall, the room could be used for exercises 
such as: smaller-sided practices of sports used in the main hall, 
badminton or mini tennis, martial arts, dance, yoga, keep fit, 
cricket batting-practice, dodge ball, kabbadi, boccia, circuit 
training, goalball, lawn bowls, possibly indoor tennis, as a venue 
for potential sports or health courses and as a reception area if 
the venue were to be hired out for a party or a wedding 
reception. 
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Philosophy 
 

• The centre works with the objective of bringing sport to the community. 
 

• We need affordable outlets for people to participate in sport in the city areas. 
 

• Our sports partners are provided with access to facilities if they are active in 

bringing sports coaching to schools in the area. 
 

• Their clubs must cater for entry level players of all ages and abilities. 
 

• The centre will also serve to help residents improve their knowledge of health and 

nutrition. 
 

• It will work in partnership with other community organisations to act as a social 

hub, and to improve well-being and cohesion. 
 

• Regular courses will run from the centre to meet this objective – ie. to attract 

people to sport such as: Sports Coaching, First Aid, Safeguarding, but also courses 

that will help people deal with the effects of middle age, staying active etc. 
 

• We will work to attract new coaches and clubs. 
 

• We will seek to attract and train volunteers to get involved in community sport. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1) Sport on Location 
 

If you go out and bring the sport to the people they will engage 
with it more, and be more likely to stick at it. So where possible 
our clubs will not simply use the location to operate, but seek to 
bring the sports to the locations where they are needed to expand 
participation at their sessions at the centre, i.e. put on after-school 
sports clubs within nearby schools, when the weather is suitable, 
put on street football / basketball / netball / hockey tournaments. 
 

This involves bringing coaches, equipment and a team structure 
to a location; encouraging and nurturing talent, seeing good 
performers and bringing them into a training situation. You can 
talk-to and socialise with people who attended your events when 
you see them around after the sessions so it builds a bridge into 
the community. The opposite of this is people being unlikely to 
travel to a bigger location to use facilities if their interest in the 
activities provided has not been stimulated. Past experience has 
shown that inner city youngsters won’t travel very far to maintain 
their sporting activities. Sport has to be brought to the people. 
  

2) Talent I.D. 
 

This often starts on location. Coaches spot promising talent and 
offer them something (i.e. chance to train with a team, chance to 
develop within a club structure). Because players have had their 
skill & ability recognised they will usually respond positively to the 
coaches. Players who are ‘spotted’ will often join and train with 
the team, take the next step up and try to take things to the next 
level, against a higher standard of performers they are pitted 
against. People like to be ‘spotted’ doing something they are good 
at and often improve in their next environment. 
 

This can also apply to development of coaches. Seeking to fund, 
develop, get work for (voluntary and paid work) provide equipment 
for a coach who can access an existing outdoor location, is apt to 
make them a better, more effective coach within the team’s 
structure. Helping people get a step onto the ladder can be 
invaluable. The faith you show in people is often rewarded. When 
the right person can be trusted, it can lead to you picking up new 
players and supporters to your club structure. 
 

3) Being Watched 
 

In a training, match or tournament situation, knowing you are 
being watched by a someone whose opinion counts is important 
in seeing you improve. Whether it be your coach seeing you do 
well, enough to select you for the team, impressing a retired 
professional who has contacts in the game, performing in front of 
a crowd of supporters, or a member of an older age group who 
has arrived to their training session earlier, when you perform at 
your peak you are showing others what you can do or are capable 
of. Playing in front of people you like or admire are all key 
ingredients into helping you improve your performance. 
  

When you feel no-one is watching and you are doing it for yourself 
you are less motivated to try (although these are sometimes the 
times when you motivate yourself to graft the most). But when 
someone you like or respect watches you, when we support each 
other’s activities or take some time to watch each other perform, 
even if for just 10 or 15 minutes, it can mean the world. 
 

3 Cornerstones of the development philosophy which our elite clubs should adopt are: 
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The centre will provide: 
 

 

• Access to team sports and high quality 
coaching at affordable rates. 

 

• Free after-school clubs to run every week day. 
 

• Affordable access to facilities during the day 

for local schools. 
 

• Adequate disabled access, OAP and Over 35+ 

sport. 
 

• Men’s, Women’s and mixed sport. 
 

• Volunteering opportunities for sports 
volunteers, suitable for university and college 

placements. 
 

• Affordable sport and recreation for all. 
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35+ years sport 
 

Much as a community sports centre must provide entrance routes into competitive sport, it must cater for 

people to use its facilities at any time of their life. Opportunities must be provided within the centre for 

suitable activities for over 35s - the people who want to stay active or increase their fitness to stay 

healthy into middle age. Also for age groups who can compete together such as over 50s.  
 

Many sports have veteran classes to keep older players active. Examples of new sports which have been 

made to cater for veteran players such as ‘walking football’ are suitable for players at any time of their life.  
 

The centre must be accessible not only for players growing towards their physical prime, but also to 

provide places for people to play who have passed their prime. Examples might be club’s development 

squads which include veteran players who are experienced and can still perform but not at the same level, 

who can share their skills and knowledge with developing players. While players like this could be and 

should be encouraged to go into coaching, they still need ways to keep physically active, because it is 

when people stop exercising, and stop trying hard that lethargy sets in.  
 

Exercise is more effective for a person’s health than any drug that has been manufactured.  

Its effects do not stop at a time where a player seeks to retire. Much as learning new languages helps 

assist the brain from developing dementia and other defects of the memory, being physically active does 

much to balance a person’s body-chemistry, keep them healthy, happy and well-balanced. This should be 

able to occur at any time during a person’s life. 
 

With this is mind, our pyramid containing a sphere which is accessible to all, can resemble a cone which 

older participants can work down to keep themselves active. Sphere would endeavor to provide suitable 

activities for people at any age of their life in order to stay active, healthy and happy. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Improve the ability of the young 

 

Increase the fitness of the population. 

 

Bring people into sport at all levels. 

 

Sport and Community accessible for everyone 
 

 
 

Sport, Health and Recreation For All 
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            Health and Nutrition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aside from the provision for sports and activities, the center aims to 

be able to offer its users options in terms of education and training 

courses to help them stay healthy and provide them with the most up 

to date information and advice about how to achieve this.  
 

We would seek to work closely with community groups, 3rd party 

agencies, the NHS, Change4Life and other providers to try to ensure 

that the following can be provided: 
 

• First Aid courses 

• Advice and projects which promote balanced health and 

nutrition 

• Sports Leaders courses 

• Advice about ways to achieve happiness through active living 
 

It was suggested at a drop-in event we organised that the centre 

could provide a base for a project called Heart Watch, a gym 

scheme proposal where heart disease patients take part in exercise 

and are monitored. 
 

In may be that after the initial set-up period the centre can provide 

some gym facilities, or utilise the classroom space or space in the 2nd 

sports hall. There may only be a limited amount of space available for 

this as it is a relatively small facility, but in our strategy we aim to 

deal with improving in full bodies and minds of our users, not just to 

be more active but to be balanced and happy.  
 

Aside from the financial aspects of recent times, one of the biggest 

challenges facing contemporary society is that of an aging population. 

In as much as we can, the centre would aim to provide up to date 

help and advice for people of all ages about how to stay healthy and 

active.  
 

To face this challenge we require collective action, so as time goes by 

we hope that the centre can give 

space for anyone, volunteer, 

entrepreneur or professional,  

with a project which would 

benefit the health of the 

community. As a venue for 

courses and events which 

promote this agenda, we feel it 

would be richly beneficial for 

people of the area and beyond  

that these facilities become available.   
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Disabled Sports Clubs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Goalball 
 

A para-disbaility sport played by 
visually-impaired players. Blindfolded 
and heavily padded, goalball is a 3-a-
side game, where players throw and 
block a ball with a bell inside between 

9m x 1.3m goals. 
 

Pitch dimensions 
18m x 9m 

 

The centre would allow 2 goalball courts to 
be used or at half-hall whilst another low-
volume activity took place.  
 

 
 

Boccia 
 

Game similar to bowls where 2 teams 
take it in turns to try to throw or roll 
their balls closest to the white ball. 

 

Pitch dimensions: 
9m x 6m 

 
Most accessable sport for competition of 
players of any age or ability. 
 
 

 
 
 

New Age Curling 
 

Game similar to curling but without the 
ice. Disks of small wheels are pushed 
towards a target area on the floor. 

 

Pitch Dimensions 
Badminton court - 6.1m x 13.4m 

 

 

 

 

 

With a change of the staff 
changing facilities to be larger 
and disabled access, adding 
facilities like a hoist and 
changing area would open 
the centre up to disabled 
athletes and also cater for  
sports and 
facilities for 
children, 
parents and 
carers.  

 

Powerchair football 
 
 

A 4-a-side version of football played in power 
wheelchairs, played with a 33cm football. 

 
 

Pitch dimensions: 
30m max / 25m min x 18m max / 14m min 

 

West Riding FA are setting up a Leeds Powerchair 
team, they are looking for match venues and 
training facilities. 
 

 

Wheelchair Rugby 

 

4-a-side rugby played in adapted 
wheelchairs. 

 
 

Pitch dimensions: 
18m max /14m min x 28m max / 25m min  

(4m at each end for touch area) 
 

 

Leeds Rhinos have links to wheelchair rugby and 
basketball teams, looking to develop 1

st
, 2

nd
 u19 

and u15 teams. This sports hall could prove a 
helpful training venue for them. 
 

 
 

Wheelchair Basketball 
 

4-a-side Basketball played in adapted 
wheelchairs on a full-sized basketball pitch.  
 

Pitch dimensions: 
28m x 15m 

 

Leeds Spiders are interested to work in new 
training venues to develop their teams. Both able-
bodied and disabled athletes can compete in 
sessions. 
 
 

 

 

Leeds Spiders wheelchair basketball club has 
shown an interest in hiring the hall to train 

players if the project took place.  
  

At 33.4m x 24.4m the sports hall is relatively large. This allows  
a large scope for inclusion of disability sports within the project.  

 

Leeds Powerchair Football Club, currently 
looking for match and training venues. 

Exciting pan-disability sports such as 
goalball and many others could take place. 

Sports could be made accessible which require a 
large space to take place. This would not only act 
for the benefit of Leeds’ para-athletes, but would 
also make it possible to include able-bodied 
players in competitive disability sport. The 
availability of such sessions provides exits routes 
for older players who would wish to participate on 
a relatively equal level. Inclusion of disability sport 
is good for the wider community and connects 
able-bodied and disabled players. 

 

Boccia & New Age Curling: sports in 
which players of any age or any 

impairment can compete. 
 

Open-access versions of sports for able bodied players could occur in the centre such as 
visually-impaired or deaf football, basketball, gymnastics, volleyball etc. 

  

Baby and Toddler 

Mother / baby Sport Access 

 

In sport we are 
(usually) one big 

happy family! ☺  
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Comparable rates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of Leeds School Sports Hall, 
Woodhouse Cliffe, LS6 2LG 

 

 
 

A sports hall at approx 26m x 14m which 
is hirable to the public after 6pm.  
 

The sports hall has a fairly hard floor 
(concrete underneath wood floor) the 
sports hall’s rates are competitive, but 
bookings are only taken from parties who 
have their own public liability insurance 
and go through Education Leeds 
Lettings. 
 

Hall hire rate, £27 p/hr. 

Gryphon Sports Centre, 
Woodlsey Road, LS2 9LZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gryphon Sports Centre opened in 
November 2008 after a £2.5M 
refurbishment. Part of the complex was 
built on the former boys grammar 
school site: a former public-use full 
size cricket field was lost here and 
replaced with an orchard, some 
benches and a multi-storey car park 
when this was bought by Leeds 
Business School. £255,689 of section 
106 money was created and spent 
without public consultation refurbishing 
the sports facilities that had not been 
maintained on Woodhouse Moor. 
 

The centre is home to the University’s 
netball and volleyball programmes. 
There is some public access, though 
the priority is for university teams. 
 

Facilities at the Gryphon Sports Centre 
include: a sports hall with Boflex 
performance floor (approx 32m x 22m) 
and 3 squash courts. 

 
Full hall hire, £74 p/hr 

Badminton Court hire £10 p/hr  

 
 

The Edge Sports Centre, 
Willow Terrace, Leeds LS2 9JT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Edge is the largest of the university 
facilities which contains Leeds' largest sports 
hall. The facility contains a swimming pool, 
performance space 2 large sports halls with 
sports floors installed.  
 

Facilities include: a 25m, 8 lane swimming 
pool (which has had £2m council investment 
under the condition there would be primary 
school access), the largest fitness suite of 
any UK university, 3 studio spaces, squash 
courts, a climbing wall, 2 large Sports Halls:  
Hall 1 is x 8 badminton courts (approx 28m x 
36m) in and Hall 2 is x4 badminton courts 
(approx 16m x 28m). 

 
    Sports Hall half-hall hire, £50 p/hr 
    Full Hall Hire, £100 p/hr 
    Studios, £25 / £18 per hour 
    Badminton court, £10 p/hr 
    Squash court, £7 p/45mins 
    Swim £5 peak / £4 off peak 
    Gym access £7.50 p/hr 

 
 

Scott Hall Leisure Centre 
Scott Hall Road. LS7 3DT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council run leisure centre with a 16m x 
28m sports hall, 66 station fitness 
facilities, 2 squash courts, 25m 
swimming pool and learner facilities 
and a crèche. 
 

Sports Hall hire £57.40 peak  
    / £42 off peak.  

Swim £4.40 adult, £2.40 child, 
Badminton court hire £11.90 p/hr 

squash court £8.70 p/hr  

 

Goals football 5-a-side centre, Redcote 
Lane (Off Kirkstall Road), LS4 2AW 

 

 

Outdoor astroturf facility. Small courts, (about 
the size of a tennis court) with rebound walls. 
7a-side pitches are a big bigger (approx 20m 
x 35m.)  

 

5-a-side pitch hire p/hr, £64.90 peak 
£55.15 off-peak 

7-a-side pitch hire p/hr, £84.50 peak / 
£66.15 off-peak 

 
Powerleague 5-a-side centre  

Wellington Bridge St, Leeds, LS3 1LW 
 
 

Outdoor astroturf football centre, similar to 
Goals, both cater mainly for middle-income 

adults. Pitches here are a few metres 
smaller, than Goals but its existence has 
made its rival drop its prices considerably. 

 

5-a-side pitch hire p/hr £54.50 peak / 
£42.00 off-peak 

7-a-side pitch hire p/hr, £74.50 peak, 

£58.00 off-peak 

Armley Leisure Centre, 
Carr Croft, Armley. LS12 3HB. 

 

 
 

Council run leisure centre with a 16m x 
28m sports hall, a 25m, 5 lane swimming 
pool and 10m learner pool, 100 station 
fitness facilities, squash courts and 2 
badminton court sports hall. 
 

Sports Hall hire £57.40 peak  
    / £42 off peak.  

Swim £4.40 adult, £2.40 child, 
Badminton court hire £11.90 p/hr 
squash court £8.70 p/hr  
 

Headingley Indoor Cricket Centre, 
41 St Michael's Lane, LS6 3BT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next to Headingley Stadium, owned by 
Yorkshire County Cricket Club. A former 
factory building renovated to be a state of 
the art indoor cricket facility. At 1000 sq ft 
it can be used as 8 practice lanes, as 2 x 
4 lane pitches or an 8 lane pitch. 
 

Net hire £25 p/hr 
One to one coaching £45 p/hr 

Hire of a court (4 lanes) £70 p/hr 
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Parking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to open the centre to the public, work would be 
undertaken to improve on the existing provision of car 
parking facilities.  
 

On-street parking in the surrounding area can be very 
congested. During university term time Ash Grove and 
Chestnut Avenue can be well and truly clogged-up with 
cars. Using some of the side streets further from the 
centre may partially alleviate the problem but we would 
try to provide car parks on-site, especially that would 
be appropriate for disabled participants or spectators. 
 

Existing parking space for the centre is limited. Both 
buildings were granted planning permission under the 
guise that traveling sports teams could use additional 
parking spaces across the road at the main school site. 
3 spaces exist on a heavy slope to the north of the site, 
and this is the main entrance. (Fig 1) on page opposite 
shows this. There is a possibility that this could provide 
one point for minibus access and as it borders a main 
road would provide the most feasible potential access 
for any emergency vehicle that needed to visit the site. 
 

The space at the front is overgrown with an array of 
fast-growing mainly elder and sycamore trees, which 
seem not have been pruned or population checked 
since the construction of the pool building (Fig 2). The 

space could be cleared, landscaped and with the 
addition of a retaining wall, include additional parking 
or bicycle access. By removing these trees we could 
potentially move the north entrance some metres to 
the side or widen the existing entrance space (similar 
to the original architect’s drawing see page opposite). 
This would provide parking options and tidy up the 
unkempt appearance of the front of the building.   
 

The main car park for the site would be located on the 
space which is at the Chestnut Avenue side of the 
sports hall. There is some 30m x 20m available here. 
Half of the space is cluttered, containing a selection of 
plants and small trees, along with 2 very mature trees. 
One of the mature trees would definitely need to be 
felled. It is a sycamore tree which looks quite diseased 
in its trunk.  Photos of the existing layout of the car 
park are included in (Figs 3 and 4), the extent of the 
car park and the potential for additional access straight 
into the back of the hall is visible bottom right. 
 

  

Main parking for the site would be located at the 30m x 20m 
former tennis court space at the side of the sports centre. 2 
potential access roads from Chestnut Avenue lead onto this area. 
  

Some landscaping would be required to make safe 
access routes, with an amount of clearing of mainly 
young trees and shrubs it would work as a car park.  
 

Key 
 

Red line = border of the premises. 
Yellow areas, green shaded = Proposed car parking space. To access this 
space to its potential would need some site clearance and landscaping. 
Green shaded area = existing car park spaces.  
Green lines, white background = side entrances (the bottom one borders onto 
an existing access gate, top one would need additional landscaping.) 
Blue areas = Potential over-spill car parking locations (would need permission 
of the land owner). 
Purple areas = land which could be bought to improve access or car parking. 
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Front entrance: 3 existing car parking spaces 
at the top of an incline of approximately 10%. 

 

Front area could be cleared and landscaped 
with retaining wall added to allow additional 
bike and car parking. 
 

Car Park. Mature tree (right) participation 
wall (left) of premises of 63 Victoria Road. 

 

 

2nd view of proposed car park area, trees 
and plants would need clearing. 
 

 
Existing side access road. The lane is 3m 
wide, it could be tarmacced and taken to 
4m if the pavement on right was taken out. 
 

 
Matthew’s Garages & Storage could 
provide a potential southern entrance. 
   

Only having one access road could prove a 
problem, and at 3m wide it would be difficult for 
cars to pass here (Fig 5). One solution which is 
unacceptable could be to use the 2 lane side-
road beneath which borders onto the gated Back-
Chestnut Avenue. This is not acceptable as 
would involve cutting off part of the playing field. 
 

An additional access road could be added by 
using the side road higher up. This road is also 
3m wide about the same as fig 5. A one way 
system could be implemented (strictly entry from 
via road B, exit from road A) but the area would 
need some work. First a wall would need to be 
removed, and a small section of land would have 
to be purchased to make the road snake into the 
top of the car park. Potentially making an offer to 
63 Victoria Road for chunk of their garden (no 
more then a few square metres would do) would 
be the easiest way to achieve this. 
 

The second issue is to do with a very tall mature 
tree situated to the far north west of the proposed 
car park which impedes this route. The tree could 
be left to stand in the corner of the car park and 
its branches pruned. Or we could seek to remove 
it and compensate wildlife by the planting of more 
trees in a suitable location probably in a park or 
the outskirts of the city. No solution would be 
ideal. But perhaps for the potential removal of a 
mature tree and the loss of a few metres of   
garden we could get a centre which would help  
keep people in this area healthy for generations.  
 

In the event of expected heavy traffic to the 
centre, some arrangements could be made with 
Headingley Business Park whose premises are 
across the road to the north of the centre. The 
business park will not use the spaces in the 
evenings and at weekends which would be the 
center’s busiest time. There may be the 
possibility to utilise space at Chestnut Villa (no 
87) as a temporary offsite minibus parking space. 
 

A further option could be the purchase of 
Matthew’s garages at the south of the site for use 
as an additional car park (should they become 
available) (Fig 6). Access via this entrance would 

be easier, but the space is smaller than the 
proposed car park at the side of the building. The 
costs involved in this purchase seem to rule it out. 
 

 
 
 

All parking spaces would be authorised by the handing of a permit by centre staff on arrival. For the loss of any side 
roads on which residents parked their cars, they could be given a parking pass to utilise the car park overnight. 
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Improving disability access 
would be a priority of the 
centre. Inclusively of all of the 

community would be our ideal. 

It is anticipated that much of 
the footfall to the centre would 
be from people who live in the 
nearby area. Being a centre 
that promotes healthy living 
and trying to be as environ-
mentally conscious as we can 
we would encourage as many 
people as possible to walk, jog 
or cycle to the centre.  
 

To encourage this agenda we 
would set up well-designed, 
highly visible places for people 
to secure their bicycles when 
using the facilities. 
 

The priorities in setting these 
up would be two-fold: to be as 
efficient with the space we 
have as possible (so probably 
it would involve utilising an 
existing wall as one of the 
locations, and also to make 
the bicycle storage positions 
look as attractive as possible 
so they might see more use.    

In addition, we would try to 
make the centre as friendly as 
possible for parents with 
young children. Making the 
environment good for the 
people of tomorrow is crucial, 
so we would have facilities for 
baby changing, put on events 
that would be of interest to 
parents with young babies 
and would have accessible 
noticeboards giving 
information of events and 
initiatives in the area which 
might help recent parents.  

 

 

In the first instance of re-opening the 
centre, the priority of a mixed-use 
community sports facility would simply 
involve getting everything to work 
correctly, repairing things and setting 
them up so as to best benefit the users 
of the space. However in the longer-
term there is a good amount of sense 
to try to save money by engineering 
every centimetre of the complex to be 
environmentally friendly. 
 

Both buildings were made in the 
1980’s and technology and our 
application of it has vastly improved 
since then. Taking measures to 
improve energy efficiency has ceased 
to be a matter of just trying to care for 
the planet, but become a matter too of 
mathematics and budgeting.  
  

Taking measures like accessing the 
site to see where solar panels could -  
 

be installed and looking at the cost / 
benefit of setting them up would be a 
realistic option. 
 

Installing sun pipes, LED or High 
intensity discharge lighting may prove 
worth the initial set-up cost as they 
would ultimately save us on energy 
bills. There may be ways the centre 
could be better insulated or ventilated. 
 

It might be that governments try to 
meet their energy efficiency targets 
that grants can be sought to help pay 
the set-up costs of implementing such 
measures. In the meantime we would 
look at costs and possible options to 
improve. It would be excellent to show 
that a centre like this is not just 
financially sustainable or beneficial for 
the surrounding population, but it can 
also be a beacon of environmentally 
sound decision-making and action. 
  

 

Installing solar panels, sun pipes or 
improving the efficiency of the centre's 

lights would save money in the long term. 
 

From the onset of the project, 
we were aware that we would 
be inheriting a building which 
despite offering a terrific 
amount of useful space, is itself 
somewhat deficient in terms of 
how it is designed with regards 
to disabled access. 
 

There are numerous positions 
in and around the building 
where access is by steps only, 
which is not ideal for 
wheelchair users, mothers 
pushing prams or for anyone 
with mobility issues. There are 
no disabled access toilets. 
There is no additional space for 
hoisting individuals who require 
a wheelchair, but there is space 
available within the buildings 
which was put to other uses 
which we would seek to adapt 
to suit these ends.  
 

The instances and exact 
remedies to these 
problems would involve a 
thorough commitment to 
access every part of the 
centre and its grounds 
with the intention of 
improving access for all 
users. This would be done 
to meet the standards 
expected from a 21

st
 

century sports facility.  
 

It would not be appropriate 
to go into vast detail on 
exactly what would be 
required here. Suffice to 
say that Sphere would be 
committed to make the 
building accessible for all 
members of the 
community. Whether as a 
participant or spectator, a 
young, old or middle aged 
person, we would do our 
best to make every 
centimetre of the complex 
as well designed and as 
accessible as possible for 
all of our users. 

 

32323232    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Religious community 

 

 

 
Little London 

Primary School 

 

Rosebank 
Primary 

School 

 
 

Springbank 
Primary 
School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
All Hallows Church  

and 

Community Projects 

 

 

 

 
 

Burley Park Centre PRU 

 

 

Partners 

 
 

sixth form college 

Schools and colleges 

 
 Lantern 
Learning 

   Trust 

 
Primrose High 

School 

 We would primarily function to serve primary 
schools, but activities would be suitable for senior 
school pupils. Older pupils may find edification 
through coaching & leadership opportunities. 

 

Community Groups and 

regulatory bodies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

South Headingley 
Community 

Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The community sports facility has 
received cross-party support and 
co-operation from councillors, as 
well as the offer of a portion of 
106 money to support the project. 

Sphere would work 
with religious 

institutions and places 
of worship to enable 
their members to stay 
active and healthy. 

 

 
City of Leeds 

School 

The 
Cardigan 

Centre 

Woodsley 
Road 

Community 

Centre 
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Sports Partners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities for young people based at Woodsley 
Road Community Centre, including sports such  

as football, table tennis, self-defense. 

 
 

If your organisation would like to be involved with this project contact: 
 

www.hpol.hydeparkonline.co.uk 

 
 
11-a-side football 
club who play  
games in Burley. 

 
 

Men and 
women’s 

Football, looking 
for new players 
and venues to 
train and use 

for their 
matches. 

Hyde Park 

Rangers F.C. 
 

Football club 
which train on 
Woodhouse 
Moor, would 
welcome and 
use new 
facilities.   

 
 

National League 
futsal side, 
looking for 

training and junior 
training venues. 

 
 

Funding organisation to 
develop futsal in Leeds, would 
Love a new indoor venue. 

Leeds City Futsal 
Club, training adult  
players for the 

national league div 
2, looking for 
new players. 

 
Chapeltown based 
promoters of sport 
and physical activities, 
developing young  
people and coaches,  
looking for additional  
venues to work from. 
 

 

 

 

 
Developing adult  
And junior football  
and futsal in the  
area, looking for   
training venues. 

 
 

Club who previously 
hired the sports hall. 
Have 4 squads in 
West Yorkshire 

senior league and 
u14 squad. Looking 
for a home venue. 

 
Our local branch 

of the F.A. 
Firmly behind 
the project. 

 
 

The FA would  
back a new  
sports venue  
in the inner city. 

 
 

Venue may be ideal 
for training junior 
players and for 

wheelchair rugby. 

 
Leeds 

Underdogs 
ARLFC 

 

Junior rugby club  
based in Adel  
interested in 
 facilities and  
attracting  

additional players. 
 

 
Meanwood 
Cricket 
Club 

 

An new cricket 
area would be 
welcomed. 

 
Cricket team 

based between 
Woodhouse 

and Meanwood, 
would welcome 

additional 
players. 

 
Cricket club 
based in 

Headingley, 
would value 
additional 
facilities. 

 
Organisation 

Interested indoor 
facilities to 
promote 

local league 
indoor cricket. 

 

 
Yorkshire-based 
wheelchair rugby 
and basketball 
organisation. 

 
Leeds’ wheelchair 
Basketball club 
has shown an 
interest running 
activities from 
the centre. 

 
Developing 

netball in West 
Yorkshire, 
happy 

If a new venue 
is available. 

 
4/5-a-side hockey, looking for venues.  
Great fitness and work for goalkeepers. 

 
 

Leeds Hockey 
Club 

 

Successful  
hockey club  

who run 7 senior 
men’s, 4 

women’s and 3 
indoor teams, a 
veterans side 
and numerous 
junior teams. 
Interested in 
space in the 

venue.   

 

 
 

sixth form college 

 
City of Leeds 

School 

 
Primrose High 

School 
 

Bash 

Kabbadi 
 

 

Kabbadi club 
based in Leeds  

 

Running club 
based in 

Hyde Park. 

 
 

Leeds Powerchair 
Football Club 

 

Newly forming  
powerchair football  

club, looking 
 for training  
venues and   

home game venues. 

 
Fast version of 
Indoor cricket, 
looking for 
venues and 
new players. 

 

Y.C.C.C. 
Would benefit 
from indoor and 
outdoor facilities. 

 

WR Active learning 
Is a multi-sport 
coaching company 
who would run free  

after school clubs and holiday camps for young 
people from the venue. 

Volunteers 
 
 

From year 10/11 
pupils on work 
experience and sports 
leadership courses, 
college students and 
university placements 
Or undertaking 
coaching courses our 

 area’s schools and colleges 
could provide volunteer support 
and participants for the centre. 
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Potential Funding Partners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Wade’s Trust 
 

Grants are available from 
small grants of £200 –  

to much larger grants in £1000s made payable in 
the form of one-off payments to charities to help 
them start their activities. Wade’s assist charities & 
non-profit organisations in: 

 

“Providing and maintaining, or providing or 
maintaining, open spaces in the borough of Leeds, for 
the benefit and recreation or health of the inhabitants” 

 

also for 
 

“The purchase or taking on lease of land for use as 
playing fields…or which is engaged in the estab-
lishment of community centres or youth centres.” 
 

www.wadescharity.org/home 

 

Leeds Community 
Foundation 

 
 
 

Grants are available to make a 
difference changing people’s 
lives and narrowing the gap in 
terms of the inequalities which 
exist within Leeds. 
     

 

www.val.org.uk/_documents/s
mall-grants-booklet-

Oct2012.pdf 

 

 

 

As a charitable trust, much of the funding for 
building renovations and alterations for the 
facilities would come from applying for grants. 
 

With confirmed ownership of the space or a 
medium-term pepper-corn rent of the premises, 
Sphere could access many sources of funding to 
help ensure the viability of the premises, and 
apply for additional grants to apply for equipment 
or to put certain types of activities on.  
 

Here is a breakdown of some of the possible 

avenues of funding we could access: 

Caird Badron Community 
Programme 

 

Grants are paid through the 
Landfill Communities Fund.  
 

The Caird Bardon Community Programme provides 
grants of between £5,000 and £60,000 to fund 
community and environmental projects located in 
Leeds Metropolitan District Wards. Match funding is 
not required. They are especially keen to fund 
projects which can demonstrate community support, 
involvement, community benefit and sustainability. 
 

www.grantscope.org.uk/grantshome/ 
applyforagrant/caird1.htm 

 

 

 

The Football Foundation 
 

Are the biggest supporter and funder of 
grassroots football facilities. Various grants 
could be accessed for improving facilities. 
 

The Grassroots Football Fund - 
  

Is a facilities scheme which provides money to develop new, or improve 
existing facilities for community benefit with a value of over £100,000. 
These include changing rooms or clubhouses, grass or artificial pitches & 
multi-use games areas. 
 

The Build the Game Fund – is a grant scheme with a flexible criteria 
which funds schemes of up to £100,000. All projects must demonstrate 
they can support the growth and retention of grassroots football and have 
lease or ownership of facilities secured for at least 10 years. 
 

Lighting up English Football – shared access - Free Floodlights 
 

A grant scheme which will install and maintain floodlights for your club. The 
4 x 18m floodlights will also house wireless antennas usable to boost 
signal for 5 mobile phone operators. The benefits of these include free 
installation and maintenance of the floodlights, and an ongoing revenue 
stream to the club, the more the signals are used (in a densely populated 
area) more revenue would be generated for the club.  
 

Other smaller grants and resources are available from the Football 

Foundation such as: Youth Football Goalposts, Respect Equipment, 
Major of London grant scheme and the grow the Game Fund. 
 

www.footballfoundation.org.uk 
 

 

Hyde Park and 
Woodhouse 
Community 
First Scheme 

 

Funds projects between £250-
£2,500 for non-profit organ-
isations which can demonstrate  
they are performing activities 
which are of community benefit. 
Typically grants are around 
£500. 

http://hpwh-
cf.posterous.com/payes/how-to-

apply 

 

 

BIG Lottery Fund 
 

Various new grants are made available through the BIG 
lottery fund, many of would be suitable to fund aspects 
of a project such as this. Present examples of existing 
grants which could be applied for include: 

 
 

Awards for all England: grants from £300 - £10,000 for a range of  
voluntary or community organisations. 
 

Reaching Communities: fund projects for communities in need from 
£10,000 - £500,000. 
 

The People’s Millions: grants from £20,000 - £50,000 are available to 
improve facilities to help people improve their area. 
 

www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 
 

 

Big Assist - a programme helping to strengthen infrastructure organisations 

through a diagnostic and voucher scheme, as well as a collaborative peer to 
peer community to help improve their services for the benefit of the whole 
sector.  
                                                                               

www.bigassist.org.uk 

Green Leeds (entrust) 
 

Grants of up to £50,000 are 
available from the Landfill 
Communities fund for 
endeavors such as the 
provision, maintenance or 
improvement of a park or 
general public amenity - 
especially where there was 
something that took place 
which was beneficial which 
has now ceased. 

 

www.entrust.org.uk 
  
 

Ideas that Change Lives 
 

Grants of up to £2,000 are 
available to Kick Start Fund to 
start up voluntary or social 
enterprise projects. This could 
be used to develop certain 
types of sport session for 
niche markets. 

 

 
 

 
www.ideasthatchangelives

.org.uk/investment 
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  The HPOL Business Proposition. 
 

                         A Sports Trust 
 

Recently there has been a great deal of local publicity and 
speculation regarding the closure of Leeds City Council sports 
centres because of their increased running costs. In certain cases 
the Council has decided to close facilities to the local community as 
they do not consider them commercially viable. 

 
The main problem with these centres lies with their business model. 
This primarily relies on a site being open for a large number of sports 
and the reliance on people merely walking in off the street to take 
advantage of them. This is not an issue in areas with dense 
population as this provides greater footfall and higher average 
turnout, but generally the centres are not well attended.  

 
The majority of these centres do not provide and promote activities 
for the benefit of the neighbourhood and so it is very difficult to 
ensure a regular income stream. As a result, the sports centres have 
become a place of temporary stay with no attachment to the local 
community.    

 
Across Europe there are a large number of community sports clubs 
which share facilities and create a real home for their sport. It would 
be this type of model that would be used to run a successful 
community sports project.  

 
In London the Westway project (see opposite) has successfully and 
profitably run sports facilities for 40 years in the community and it is 
their lead which we would wish to follow. 

 
The amenities would be run on a non-profit basis by a Charitable 
Trust. Its purpose will be to give the opportunities to play sport and 
provide advice about health and diet. The Memorandum and Articles 
of Association of the trust are only in draft form, but it already has a 
name based on its proposed activities of Sport, health and 
recreation – Sphere 

 
Sphere Trust would run the facilities but work in partnership with 
existing sports clubs to provide sporting activities. These clubs would 
be required to pay a reasonable rental fee for the use of the facilities 
and also be expected to provide coaching activities to promote their 
sport to attract new junior members. In addition an existing multi-
sport coaching company, WR Active Learning, will provide extra-
curricular sports activities with the same aims.  

 
The ability to guarantee a set income for the use of a fixed period of 
the sporting week will provide stability to the project budget. This will 
leave other slots available at a subsidised rate for general 
community use. 

 
In addition to this Sphere would seek funding jointly with the sports 
clubs to maintain the sporting activities and support for information 
and guidance on health and diet. The Charitable Trust status will 
provide the opportunity to apply for additional grants and also obtain 
relief on business rates amongst other things. 

 
A budget has been formulated based on costs provided via the 
agents for last period of use. Unfortunately the information given was 
very basic and certain assumptions have been made. 

 
North Kensington London is an area which has been 
divided in terms of large scale motorway building. 
During the 1960’s and 70’s community action groups 
had been petitioning for better housing and spaces for 
children to play. After a 4 year campaign, an amenity 
trust set up between the council and residents agreed 
that a strip of land under the motorways would be 
given to the community to develop to compensate 
them for the development taking place in the area. 
 

Making use of every inch of available space the 
Westway Development Trust came into being. The 
institution which started life with a grant of £25,000 is 
now a financially viable, self-sufficient charity with 
turnover for over £6 million a year and assets 
estimated over £20 mil. The business model centres 
on development of 4 main sports: football, tennis, 
climbing and handball fives.  
 

Facilities include: 
 

* One of the UK's largest climbing walls 
* An 11-a-side astroturf pitch 
* 8 all-weather floodlit football pitches 
* 8 indoor and 2 outdoor tennis courts 
* 4 handball fives courts 
* 20 station fitness facility 
* Cricket nets 
* Netball and basketball pitches 
* Swimming pool 
* A café + Urban Rock climbing shop 
* Car park on site 
 

The centre caters fitness club which targets: over 60s, 
13-17 year olds, disabled people, carers, community 
groups, GP referrals and women. It provides sport and 
fitness development in schools, both during and after 
school time. 
 

http://www.westway.org 
http://www.westwaysportscentre.org.uk 

Case Study: Westway Development 
Trust: North Kensington 
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Phase 1 - to use existing Sports Hall and 2 changing 
rooms only   

           Assumptions 

 Expenditure   

 Business rates £3,407      Rateable value excluding pool £39,650 x 0.433 standard business multiplier = £17,039. 80% Charity reduction - 80% gives £3,407 

 Electricity £12,500      Pro rata of last cost is £11,000. Assume sports hall 75% of this. British Gas rates have increased 51% since 2008 

 Gas £11,590      Pro rata of last cost is £9,500. Difficult to split. More use of showers if sports hall used. British Gas rates have increased 22% since 2008 

 Water £8,000      Swimming pool only attended 20 hrs p/wk. Assume half use of water if sports hall only in use. Water rates about 10% higher since 2008  

 Insurance/ Health and Safety training £7,500      Insurance cost circa £3500. Training £4000 

 Wages £31,500      One manager @ £23,000. One part time Assistant £8,500  

 Cleaning £4,000      One cleaner eight hours a week plus cleaning materials 

 Repairs £4,000      Guestimate but budget should carry a sinking fund 

    

 Bank charges £0       Not included could negotiate free account  

 Accountant costs £1,500       We need a nice friendly low cost/free Accountant 

   

 Total £83,997  

    

    

 Income   

    

 Week days  Based on opening hours 10am to 10pm weekly 

 Peak rate 20 hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £35,000 Peak rate £35 p/hr 6pm to 10pm 

 After School club 10hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £10,000 After School club £20 p/hr 4pm to 6pm 

 Off peak 30 hrs/p/wk - 50 wks/yr £30,000 Off peak £20 p/hr 10 am to 4pm   

    

 Weekends  Based on opening hours 10 am to 4pm 

 4 hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £4,000 Weekend clubs Saturday Morning 10am to 12pm - using split hall £20 p/hr 

 8 hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £24,000 Club fixture weekend whole hall Saturday and Sunday 12 to 4pm £60 p/hr 

    

 Total £103,000  

 
 Best occupancy 75%? Therefore income  £77,250  

 This plan requires  82% occupancy   
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Phase 2 - to use existing Sports Hall and new sports hall  

            Assumptions 

 Expenditure   

 Business rates £4,763      Rateable value excluding pool £55,000 x 0.433 standard business multiplier = £23,815. 80% Charity reduction - 80% gives £4763 

 Electricity £16,600      Pro rata of last cost is £11,000. British Gas rates have increased 51% since 2008 

 Gas £14,500          More use of showers if 2 sports hall used. (25%?) British Gas rates have increased 22% since 2008 

 Water £10,000          Assume additional 25% use of water if 2 sports hall only in use. Water rates about 10% higher since 2008  

 Insurance/ Health and Safety training £11,000          Insurance cost circa £5000. Training £6000 

 Wages £49,000          One manager @ £23,000. One full time assistant @ £17,500 one part time Assistant £8,500  

 Cleaning £8,000          One cleaner 16 hours a week plus cleaning materials 

 Repairs £6,000         Guestimate but budget should carry a sinking fund 

    

 Bank charges £0          Not included could negotiate free account  

 Accountant costs £1,500          We need a nice friendly low cost/free Accountant 

   

 Total £121,363  

    

 Income   

 Sports Hall   

 Week days       Based on opening hours 10am to 10pm weekly 

 Peak rate 20 hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £35,000      Peak rate £35 p/hr 6pm to 10pm 

 After School club 10hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £10,000      After School club £20 p/hr 4pm to 6pm 

 Off peak 30 hrs/p/wk - 50 wks/yr £30,000      Off peak £20 p/hr 10 am to 4pm   

    

 Weekends       Based on opening hours 10 am to 4pm 

 4 hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £4,000      Weekend clubs 10am to 12pm - using split hall £20 p/hr 

 8 hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £24,000      Club fixture weekend 12 to 4pm £60 p/hr 

    

 New sports room   

 Week days       Based on opening hours 10am to 10pm weekly 

 Peak rate 20 hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £30,000      Peak rate £30 p/hr 6pm to 10pm 

 After School club 10hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £9,000      After School club £18 p/hr 4pm to 6pm 

 Off peak 30 hrs/p/wk - 50 wks/yr £27,000      Off peak £18 p/hr 10 am to 4pm   

    

 Weekends       Based on opening hours 10 am to 4pm 

 4 hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £3,600      Weekend clubs 10am to 12pm - using split hall £18 p/hr 

 8 hrs p/wk - 50 wks/yr £12,000      Club fixture weekend 12 to 4pm £30 p/hr 

    

 Total £184,600  

   
 

 Assume70% occupancy £122,220  38383838    



Assumptions 
 
1. That the costs are an accurate record of the expenses incurred for the whole site during that period. 
2. The projected energy costs have been calculated based on the rate rises recorded on the British Gas website      
          for electricity and gas. 
3. An adjustment has been made to reflect the fact that the swimming pool will not be reinstated. 
          Water charges have been adjusted using Yorkshire Water rates recorded on their website. 
4. There would need to be a significant amount of refurbishment such as repainting, floor installation, boiler   
          upgrade, building repairs, car parking improvement, disability access etc. required prior to reuse. The budget  
          assumes this work has been completed. 
5. Staffing would require one full and one part time person in the first instance. 
 

Phase one – 3 to 6 months 
 
The vision is a simple one, to provide sport and health facilities for the local community. But this has to be a staged 
project which is affordable and achievable. Phase one would be the reopening of the sports hall.   
 

In terms of being financially viable it is important to have as much use of the facilities as possible. As things stand it 
is likely that the sports hall could be brought back into use relatively easily. We don’t propose to discuss the 
refurbishment costs here, as the property requires a thorough inspection to verify the degree of refurbishment work 
required. At the writer’s last visit the sports hall was structurally sound but required redecoration and 
removal/replacement of some of the hall fittings. The changing rooms plumbing required some attention as did the 
roof, but the repair work required would be something for which funding could be obtained. 
 

Based on the 2007/8 basic accounts, the potential running cost of the sports hall site alone would be in the region of 
£84,000 per annum. 
 

It currently is dividable into 2 useable spaces. The best financial use of the hall would be for it to be available to hire 
for team sports.  
 

The hall will be available from 10am to 10pm weekly and 10am to 4pm on weekends. Use by local sports teams 
would fill the peak hours from 6pm to 10pm on week days. After school clubs would occupy the 4pm to 6pm section. 
The period 10 am to 4pm would be used by the local primary schools or local activity groups.  
 

There will be a peak and off peak charging scheme so that popular evening period subsidises the other sessions.  It 
will be conditional that the local sports clubs using the hall should have junior development sections which will use 
the 4pm to 6pm spot.  
 

Local primary schools will be offered use of the hall during the day through structured sports activities. WR Active 
Learning already provides physical activity sessions to schools in Leeds and would base some of its sessions in the 
sports hall. These activities would be a useful feeder to the after school sessions. Local groups could also rent the 
space for activities such as dance; keep fit, carpet bowls and the like. 
 

In the first instance the hire rates for half the hall would be £35 peak and £20 off peak per hour. The peak rates 
assume that the club members meet the charges through subscription. The off peak rates will most likely be 
subsidised further or met by grants awarded for sports activity by various funding bodies. 
 

Weekends would be filled by Saturday morning sports clubs and competitive league matches for the adult teams. 
 

100% occupation would provide an income is excess of £100,000. With proper promotion of the halls availability 
and funding available for the local group we would realistically expect a 75% take up, giving income of £77,250 
against a budget of £84,000. 85% take up would bring about a break even position. However it is more realistic to 
assume that best use of the sports hall alone in this period will lead to an annual loss of around £7000 in the first 
instance. 
 

During this phase work on the playing field should commence. Grants are available to bring grass areas back into 
use. If completed the area could be used for “mini-soccer”, “mini rugby” weekend “turn up and play” sessions or 
league matches. With a rental rate of £12 per hour, this could achieve around £2500 pa. Regretfully this will be 
eaten up in pitch maintenance costs, but it does show that it will be self funding if its availability is marketed 
appropriately. 
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Phase 2 - 6 to 18 months 
 

Whilst the site contains a swimming pool it is uneconomical to refurbish. The modern business model for pools 
requires the provision of a members gym to subsidise the running costs. There is no room within the current building 
to accommodate both. 
 

The proposal is that the pool hall should be converted to a smaller sports hall by creating a steel framed timber floor 
over the pool area. Again the hall could be temporarily divided into two by the use of a folding wall. These areas could 
be used for dance, martial arts, badminton etc. They could also be hired out for use by external bodies for organised 
courses on health issues or sport qualifications. 
 

Being a smaller area the rental would be for the lesser rates of £30 peak and £18 off peak. 100% occupancy would 
give an income for both halls of over £184,600. It would be more realistic to assume that the best occupancy rate 
would be 70% giving an income of over £122,000. 
 

The viewing gallery over the second sports hall will be used as a social area with provision of hot or cold drinks by 
vending machine. There are many different options available for the acquisition of machines and stock, but it should 
be possible to generate sufficient sales to earn between £50 and £100 per week. Not a very large sum but a useful 
£2500 to £5000 pa. 
 

Steps would be taken to improve the green credentials of the complex. Installation of low energy lighting and heating 
would reduce these costs. There will also be the opportunity to explore the use of solar energy. 
 

This further development comfortably will put the cost of using both halls in the black. More importantly though it will 
provide the opportunity to reduce the hire charges, provide further part time employment, or provide additional 
services as detailed below. 
 

Phase 3 – 18 to 36 months 
 

Once the facility is fully operational for sport other services can be made available. Health and dietary advice will be 
provided in the form of group activities /courses using the space available in Hall 2.  It may be that part of the non-
sports area could be converted to provide a consultation room(s) but this can only be confirmed when a full survey of 
the site has been completed 
 

One area of the site has previously been designated as a gym and the provision of modern equipment and a 
membership system within the development would be a good income opportunity. The level of subscription will remain 
affordable and has yet to be fully costed. A provisional assessment rate of £5/week - £100 annual with 100 members 
would give an income of £10,000 pa. This is a very conservative estimate as the gym would be open 7days per week 
and there would easily be the potential to double the membership. 
 

Longer term 
 

The trust would seek to obtain funding for a number of its activities. From time to time sports and government bodies 
provide grants for sports and health activities. The Trust would apply for any grants which could be used for activities 
at the centre. 
 

The provision of such a wide variety of activities is important in order to involve the whole community. Sphere would 
continue to support activities of sport and health within the community itself and not just based at the sports centre. 
 

The centre will become a centre of excellence and a focus for healthy lifestyles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Existing site plans  

 

 
Right: side view of the pool room, 
Bellow: overhead of the 2 buildings 
Bellow Right: side views of the pool 

room x3 and side view of the sports hall 
Bottom Right: Overhead view of the 
entire site. 

44441111    



  

 

Mandela Centre for sports and personal development in Chapeltown 
 

Leeds Grammar School sports facilities in LS17, Alwoodley. The Grammar school’s legal people claim that because some new 
pitches were built here that the remainder of their playing fields in the inner city could be developed as housing. 

 

“Brudenell primary has one playground for 
200 children and is all tarmac…the High 
School fields are a short walk away and if 
they were regularly maintained, we would 
make regular use of them in dry weather for 
twice weekly outdoor PE sessions for all of 
our clusters in KS1 and 2.” 
 

- Lesley C McKay Acting Head Teacher 
Brudenell Primary. 

“The surrounding area has a significant South Asian population. This ethnic group is characterised by particular high rates of 
type 2 diabetes and cardiovascular disease, and would derive particular benefit from improved sports provision…The health 
benefits (from physical exercise)…are dramatic, not only in terms of cardiovascular health, but also in terms of cancer, chronic 
inflammatory states, mental and emotional well being. If the Council is seriously interested in narrowing the ten year gap in life 
expectancy between different areas of Leeds, and in narrowing the equally significant gap in terms of quality of life, then 
narrowing the exercise differential must be part of the prescription.” 
  

- John Illingworth, Chair of Health Scrutiny Board, Councillor for Kirkstall Ward 
-  

“We have a small tarmacked front playground 
and a larger one at the back of the school. This 
one however is on a slope which makes playing 
sports difficult. We have no grass area at all.  
 

I feel strongly that children and their families 
deserve much better access to local sport ad 
exercise facilities and the facilities at Leeds Girls 
High School would really help do this.”  
 

- Jackie Twaites, Headteacher 

Quarry Mount Primary. 

Policy N6 UDP states that, 
development of playing pitches 
will not be permitted unless 

 

• There is a demonstrable net 
gain to overall pitch quality 
and provision by part 
redevelopment of a site or 
suitable relocation within the 
same locality of the city 
consistent with the site’s 
functions: or 

• There is no shortage of 
pitches in an area in 
relation to pitch demand 
locally, in the context of the 
city’s needs, and city wide, 
and development would not 
conflict with UDP policies 
concerning protection of 
green belt, protection and 
enhancement of greenspace 
and provision of additional 
greenspaces, urban corridors 
and other open land.  

Evidence of local need 
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