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for residential (24 homes) and retail store on site of Sports Field, 
Sports Hall and Swimming Pool, formerly used by Leeds Girls' High 
School, now owned by The Grammar School at Leeds. 
  

 
Hyde Park Olympic Legacy, the action group set up to save the playing fields and sports facilities 
on Victoria Road, LS6 which have been fenced off and boarded-up since Leeds Girls' High School 
moved from the site in 2004 are shocked to hear that a new planning application has been 
submitted. 
 
Chartford Homes Ltd. want to build 24 houses on the playing field and demolish the sports hall and 
swimming pool to replace them with a convenience store (which would badly affect the few local 
shopkeepers still in business.) There would be a small public open space next to the store's car 
park. 
 
The Council refused the last planning application but if this new one succeeds it will mean the loss 
of irreplaceable sports facilities and a playing field. 
 
Hyde Park is one of the most built-up, densely-populated parts of Leeds where residents suffer a 
high level of health problems as a result. The child obesity rate is the highest in Leeds and there 
are significant problems with diabetes and heart-related issues among adults. 
 
The five local primary schools need an extra 40,846 sq metres to comply with the School Premises 
Regulations. Brudenell, Rosebank and Quarry Mount have no green space – with only tarmac 
playgrounds. Quarry Mount's playground is also sloping, making ball-games difficult. 
 
The impact of these problems is that our children have limited chances of carrying on the Olympic 
Legacy. Worse than this, their health and life expectancy are compromised. But we have the 
chance to change this! 
 
Hyde Park Olympic Legacy has developed an innovative and self-funding business case that 
would allow all of the schools and community of Hyde Park to make use of these wonderful 
facilities. 
 
However this can only happen if The Grammar School at Leeds chooses to work with us and leave 
a lasting golden legacy rather than sell the site to the developers whose primary interest is making 
a profit and walking away, leaving the community without the sports facilities it desperately needs. 
 
Headingley Councillors Neil Walshaw (Lab) and Martin Hamilton (Lib Dem) said, "We think these 
facilities could do so much for the people we represent, especially the children. We will do 
everything we can to try to make this happen. We know from the headteachers of the local schools 
and from talking to many people from the Headingley and Hyde Park community that they are right 
behind us supporting the Hyde Park Olympic Legacy." 
 

For more info contact: 
 

neil.walshaw@leeds.gov.uk, martin.hamilton@leeds.gov.uk or Sue Buckle 07796 784 018. 
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